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; If 1 build he oh - Boe 1 de I 
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4 To the right severend Father in God, 
"'GILBEKTLord BISHOP 

ef LOND ON, 
And Preſident of the Convocar ton 
IN THE 


Province of Canterbury. 
My Lord, 


TRY Hs diſcourſe I penned in 
the year 1642, under the 


$-WS borrowed name of lrenzus 

Philalerhes. Sizce when, ſome 
written copies of it have privately 
paſſed thorow many hands, not with. 
a on from ſome, both 

- —_ 8 of the Crown, and o- 

| ons of the Church of En- 
A 3 gland: 


: 
l 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
gland : unto whom, for their emi: 


went worth, I bawe great reaſon to 
to bear muth reſpe&. That now, 
being altogether @ ſtranger , I take 
upon me the boldneſs, in mine own 
name, an4 'publickly, to preſent it 
with my bumble ſervice to your + 
Lerdſbip, is becauſe I am confident. 
ly perſwaded, that you are a very 
zealous, + will be a conflant Aſſer- 
tour of that religions Loyalty,which | 
is pleaded for in this Ma Con- | ® 
cerning which, although I nft con. \ ſe 
feſethat there is no ſuch appearance * to 
of learning, art or wit in it, as ma) fe 
be ſufficient to render it conſiderable ft 
unto curious beads, yet I bope ther, #0 
is ſome ſuch evidence of truth anc © ® 
ſincerity, with peaceable bumility 
moderation, as may ſerve to 


it not unfut for entertainment among ji\ 04 
| honeſt 


 .D> =» wk» ©@ * © a 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
boneſt hearts, Howſoever I, aw 
* preſwaded, that there is nothing 
? init, which will be offenſive unto 
. | any, except they be ſuch, as think 
themſelves wiſer then the boly 
\ | Scriptures can make them, or pur- 
\ + poſe to promote their own particu- 

lar and private ends, although it be 
to the general and publick prejudice 
of Chriſtianity: Whom I never did 
, | either deſire to pleaſe by complying 
, | with them, or fear to offend by dif 
1 ſenting from them : but in all the 
© long time of my almoſi nal ſuf- 


8, in one kindor oth; 


| Po, er, bave 
. ftill lived in a confident and pati- 
| ent ation of that, which now 
* with joy and gladneſs I behold, the 
\, bappy Reſurreion in our land of 
Chriftian Orthodox Principality 
aud Prelacy, or Monarchy and Hie- + 
i A4 rarchy 


The Epifile Dedieatory. 
' ardby in abſtracto : which I bave 
ever eftcemed to by the moſt lively 


repreſentations of the two witneſſes, | 


Rev: 1t. and moſtexaFly compara. 


ble unto them, if not rather parpoſely | 


intended by them (23 I bave intima- 


ted in the 25. Sefion of the right | 


Rebel) and that all their adberems 


wert in # far more contfortable con 


dition, when mofi abaſed in thert \ 


own wants, then any of their ents 
mies coutd be, when they moſt 2 


bounded 'with tht ſpoils 'of ther 


mein. Bleſſed be the Got e, 
that of To w/e 
once again ſpoken peare vent hiv pro- 
ple, and reftored comfort unto theme 
and their mourtttrs : He of bis n- 
frnite goodneſs give then grave, wot 
as pretended onely, but as teal 


| 


Saints indeed, to contivue itn bis © 


goodneſs, 


| 
| 
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goodneſs, and never to turn again 
unto any of their former follies, 
That your Lordſhip may live long 
on earth to enjoy the comforts, andta 
laſt in beaver receive the reward 
of all that you have done, and ſball 
do worthily, for the glory of God, 
ard the good of his Church, is, and 
ſoall be the prayer of, 


Your Lordſhips very humble 


and oblequious ſervant, 


Chriſtopher Harvey. 


Pee Bey SRL ERENTY 
The Author to the Readers, 


Chriſtians Readers, 

Mean you which make 2c- 

count,that underGod one day, 
your own conlciences,cither muſt 
be your moſt cordial comforters, 
or will be your moſt bitter ad- 
verſaries, | carneſtly intreat you, 
by all that is, or can be dear un- 
to you, to credit me in this, that 
this diſcourſe is not offered ro 
the view of others, with any in- 
tent of purpole to raile {cruples 
in the minds of any, who exercilc 
themſelves to have alwayes a 
conſcience void of offence toz 
ward Giod and toward men; bur. 


to put ſome men in minde of - 


their 


= ec 
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their own unadviſed raſhnels, 
who ule to take up hoth pre- 
rences, principles, opinions and 
pradtices ontruſt from others,and 
(being carried with the current 
of example; to follow on in the 
tract they lee traced before them, 
alchough for ought they know, 
it may be but a by-way, won qua 
eundum, ſed qud itir. Whereot 
God himſelf did long ago give 
warning, when he faid, Thou 
ſhalt not follow a multitude to do e- 
vil, Exod. 2 :, and Be no more 
children toſſed to and fro, and car- 
ried about with dvery wind of do- 
Grine, by the ſlight of men, and cun- 
ning craftineſs, whereby they lie mn 
wait #6 deceive ; But ſpeaking the 
truth in love, grow up into bim in 
«ll things, which is thehead, even 

Chrift, 
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Chrift, Eph. 4. 14, 15. Dayly ex- 
perience tells us what a ſtrong 
compulſive power example hath, 
and he knew well enough that 
ſaid Viewnur exemplo, When St. 
Peter at Antioch withdrew, and ſe- 
parated himſelf from the Gentiles, 
fearing them which were of the cir- 
eumciſion, the other Jews diſſem« 
bled with him inſomnch that Barna- 
bas alſo was caried away withtheir 
diſſemslation Whereupon St Paul 
; complained, that he compelled 
the Gentiles 10 live as did the Jews, 
Gal. 2.12,12,'4 And whether the 
publick diſtcaCtions of our times, 
not only in matters of Religion, 
and Church government, bur 
' likewiſe of the State and Com- 
monwealth, may not be juſtly 
imputed unto the weaknels of 
thoſe 
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thoſe mens reſolutions, who (ſuf- 
fering themſelves to be carried a* 
way with the wind and tide of 
popular applaule, or a prevailing 
faction) have ſought to pleale 0- 
thers, by complying with chem 
in their opinions and practices, 
rather then unto any weight of 
argument, & ſtrength of reaſon, 
whereby their judgements mighr 
be {waid, and drawn that way, I 
leave it to be reſolved by them, 
who leriouſly conſider what St. 
Pauls cenſure is of them that - 
troubled the Galatians abour 
circumciſion, Gal. 6, 12, 13. As 


many as deſire to make a fair ſbew 


in the fleſb conſtrain you to be cir- 
cumciſed, onely let they ſhould ſuf- 
fer perſecution for the croſs of Chriſt. 
For neither they themſelves , who 


are 
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are circumciſed keep the law, but 
defire to bave you circumciſed, that 
they may glory in your flelb. As 
though their intent and aim were 
not to ſtand faſt in one ſpirit, 
with one mind, ſtriving together 
for the faith of the Goſpel : but 
having mens perſons in admira- 
tion , becauſe of advantage, to 
make a party, and maintain a 
ſide, oppreſſing others with an 
heavy load of prejudice, and 
bolſtering up their own with a 
potent prop of partiality. And 
they a. & lo far that way, 
that though St, P aul withſtood 
St. Peter to his face, and gave 
no place by ſubjze&iontothe falſe 
brethren, no not for an hour, 
that the truth of the Colpel 
might continue with the Gala. 
tians, 
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tians g. yet he was afraid of them, 
leſt he had beſtowed labour upon 
them in vain-: and is fereed ta 
break out into that terrible A+ 
poltolical imprecation, I wonld 
they were even cut off that trouble 
you. Which imprecation although 
I dare got imitate him in, with 
rclJation to any particular perſons, 
yet, withan indefinite generali- 
ty of comprehenſion only, I ho 

I may be bold to fay, as he dot 

He that troubleth you ſhall bear bis 
judgement, whoſoever be be. Such 
troubles St. Paul not onely met 
with in the Churches where he 
had to do, as appearcth almoſt in 
all his Epiſtles, but likewiſc hath 
fortold unto others,which to the 
end that all might be freer from 


the danger of, he not only gives 
ordi- 
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ordinary Chriſtians warning td 
beware of them, bur eſpecially 
* layes a weighty charge upon 
them that are watchmen over 
others, upon that occaſion, to 
take | i ooden themſelves, and 
to all the flock, over which the 
holy Ghoſt hath madethem O- 
vericers. And to that purpolc he 
ſets divers marks upon them 
whom he would have to be avoi- 
ded: as, Acts 20,5: 9,30, Grievons 
wolwes, not ſparing the flock, ſpeak- 
ing perverſe things to draw away 
diſciples after them. Rom-16.17, 
185, which cauſe diviſions and of- 
| fences contrary to the dofirine which 
ye bave learned: they ſerve not our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, but their own 
belly 3 and by good words and fair 
ſpeeches deceive the hearts of the 
fmple. 1 Cor. 3.4, One ſaith, Iam 

py 


of 
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of Paul,and another,l am of Apollo. 


2 Cor, ic, 12. Meaſuring them» | 
ſelves by themſelves, and compa- |) : 
ring themſely:s amongſi themſelves. © 
Cal. 1. 7. That trouble you and * 
would pervert the Goſpel of Chriſt. © 
Cal. :.4 Falſe brethren unawares | 
brought in, who came in privily to © 
pie out our liberty, which we © 
bave in Chriſt Teſus, that they © 
might bring us into bondage, Cal. | 
4 17, They zealouſly affef& you,but 
not well: yea,they would exclude you 
(or us) that you might affeS them. 
Phil, x. 15,46. Some preach Chriſt 
of envy and ſirife, of contention not 
ſincerely. Phil, 2.21. All ſeek their | 
own not the things which are Fe- 
ſus Chriſfts.1 Tim, 1.5, 6, 7. which 
having ſwarved from the end of 
the Commandment, have turned az 
ſede unto vain jangling, Deſiring 
to 
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to be teachers of the law, underſtand- 
7 ing neither what they /ay, nor 
=. the they affirm, 1 Tim, 4.142. 

* Giving heed to ſeducing ſpirits 

| and dyGtrines of Devils, ſpeaking 
' lyes in bypocriſie, having their con- 
ſeiencies ſeared with an bot iron. 
iTim. 6. 4,5, Proud, knowing n0- 
= thing, but doting about queſtions, 
: and ſtrifes of words, whereof coms 
| eth envy, ſtrife, raylings, evil ſur- 
ntiſings, perverſe diſputings of men 
of corrupt minds, and deſtitute of 
the truth; ſuppoſing that gain 1s 
| godlineſs. 2 Tim, 3. 6,7,8. Which 
| creep into bouſes, and lead captive 
; filly women, laden with ſins, led 
away with divers luſts, ever learn- 
ing and ncver able to come to the 
knowledge of the truth. Now as 
Tannes and Fambres withſtood Mo- 
ſes, ſo do theſe alſo reſiſt th: truth : 


22 men 
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men of corrupt minds, reprobate 
concerning the faith. 2 Tim, 4.3, 4+ 
The time will come, when the 


after their own luſts ſball they beap 
to themſelves teachers bawing itch- 
ing ears : And they ſhall turn away 
their ears from bearing the truth, 
ard ſball be turned uno fables, Tit. 
1.9, 10, 11.Gai:.-ſayers,unruly and 
vain talkers and deceivers, who 
ſubvert whole houſesteaching things 
which they ought not for filthy tucre 
ſake, ver. 1 6. They profeſs that they 
know God : but in works they deny 
bim,being abominable and diſobe. 
dient, and to every good work re: 
probate. Agrceable whereunto is 
that which we find foretold by 
St. Peter,in the {.cond Chapter of 
his ſecond Epiſtle, and com: 
plained of by St, Fade: eſpeci- 
ally 


| 
will not endure ſound docirine, but | 


| 


/ 
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| ally that which ſeemeth to be the 
2 moſt peculiar and proper fin of 
* theſe times, deſpiſmg dominion, and 


| ſpeaking evil of dignities. The 
truth of all which, although in 
the general it cannot be de 
*nyed, yet in the particular ap- 
| plication thereof is bandied like 
a tennis ball by Chriſtians of ſe- 
'yeral profeſſions againſt one a- 
\nother, none daring to let it reſt 
lon their fide, Jeſt withal they 
"ſhould be forced to confcls a lols. 
Which though it may appear to 
:be an argument of that generous 
diſpofition which the very name 
and title ofa Chriſtian ſeems to 
ring with it, poſſeſſing them 
hat profeſs themiclves ſuch,vith 
general averineſs ro acknow- 
edge any thing as juſtly laid 
to their charge, which they 
a Z lulpet 
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ſuſpe& may barr them of that } 


claim : yer I cannot conceive it : 
alrogether to agree with that in- | 
genuity, or rather ſincerity, by 
which the ſpirit of truth may be 
diſtinguiſhed from the ſpirit of | 
errour, whole property it is to 
make men willing to confeſsthe 
truth, although it be againſt 

themſelves, and to acknowledge | 
with St. Paul, that they can do | 
nothing againſt "the truth, but for © 
the truth, 2 Cor I3.% For truth, | 


nw —_ _ LES 


PS « 


2s the God of ruth, 1s but one, 
and can no more contradid itſelf, 
then ceaſe to be: ſo that they who 
are once convicted of untruth, 
muſt of neceſſity either nana 
ledge themſelves in an errour, or | 
elſc be left for ever inexcuſable, 
unleſs they can ſhew ſome ſpecial 
priviledge, by which they are 
exempted 


a> OM. Et 
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excmpted from the general con- 
dition of all mankind. In which 
reſpe&t, methinks, there is no 


- equity at all in rcecriminations, 
: unlels the parties accuſed can as 
: well acquit themlelves, as charge 
| their accuſers. Which though 
! fomemen may do ſufficiently in 
: ſome particulars, yet that any 


man can do in all, I cannot ealily 
believe, until I {ce ſome limita- 
tion put upon that general pro- 
nunciate of St, James, Jam. 2,24 
In many things we offend all : and 
that by the ſame authority, by 
which he ſpake it. $50 that lay- 


| ing afideall partiality unto our 


ſelves, and prejudice againſt 
others, I ſuppole the readi- 
eſt, and indeed the onely lure 
and certain means, to decide all 
controverted poinrs, either « f 

a 4 Opini 
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opinion orpractice amonglt men, 
purpoſcly maintained and avow- 
ed by them, is to examine-them 
how they agree with that which * 
they pretend; and that which * 
they pretend, with that which * 
all good Chriſtians are agreed *' 
upon, the clear and undoubred * 
principles of religion, ſo plain- © 
ly expreſſed in the holy Scrip» © 
ture, that an ordinary under- 
ſtanding may eaſily apprehend * 
the meaning of them, I mean *' 
not ſo, that every one who 
hears them ſhall be effeQually 
wrought upon both to believe 
them, and obey them, or be en- 
lightned ſo, astoſee evidence of 
truth in every concluſion, that 
in direct form of argumert may 
be deduced from them : but fo, 
coat he agrees with others, in the 
gence 
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general ſence and underſtand- 


Jng of them, and will acknow- 


ledge, that what is contrary 
therennto cannot be truth. In 
which regard, though many men 
have done worthily in confirming 
the truth, and-convincing gain- 
layers, yet I conceive the moſt 
effe&ual means to reduce them 
that wander from the errour of 
their wayes, is to repreſent unto 
them apparent evidences of their 
own inconſtant contradictions, 
and the irreconciliable inconii- 
ſtence of their own opinions and 
praftices, For who ſhall juſtifie 
him that is condemned of him- 
ſelf ? Or, what exception can a- 
ny man take to his own evidence? 
Out of thy own mouth will I condemn 
thee, faith our Saviour in the 
parable, Luk. 1g. 22, and, Thox 


that 
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that teacheſt another, teacheſt thou 
not thy ſelf ? laich St,P aul, Rom. :. 


21.Such an argument ad hominem, © 


Ly 


q | 
> 


although it be not alwayes ſuf- *. 
ficient to confirm what men uns '* 
dertake themſelves to maintain, * 


yet may it be very availableto | 


convince their opponents, either * 


of errour, or enormity : which 
as I conceive there is no man 
but is ſubze& to, ſo hardly can I 
think any man fo unreaſonable, 
but in his more retired thoughts 
he will acknowledge it unto 
himſelf, although peradventure, 
it not modeſty, yet pride will 
make him unwilling to confeſs it 
unto others.To ſet ſuch men be+» 
fore themſelves, and bring them 
to take notice of that which 
their own deceitful hearts would 
fain conceal from them, I have 

v —_ 
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taken this pains. Wherein I ſhall 
have this advantage,that if it conz 


* duce not any thing to the pub- 
, lick good of others, yet I my felt 
” in private may make uſe of 
: it. For firſt, by this I hope 


it will appear, , that the courſe 
which I have held (whatever ſuc- 
cels it may meet with for the pre- 
ſent) was not unadviſedly and 
raſhly undertaken, bur upon ſe. 
rious conſideration; and that I 
could not with a good conſci- 
ence, alter my practice, unleſs I 
had been ſufficiently convinced 
of errour in mine opinion. And 
ſecondly it may be that which I 
ſeek to teach others, I may have 
occaſion to learn my elf, or at 
leaſt many times to renew the re- 
membrance of it. And | ſhall cake 
it thankfully from them, that 

will 
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will favour me {ſo much, as to in- * 
form of mine 'own contradiQi- © 
ons, if they finde me in any, 
Which that I may expe&, with 
all the freedom that I can from a 
perſonal ingagement , I make 
bold to continue the uſe of the © 
ſame borrowed name, under 
which I have formerly ſhadowed 
my ſelf. 


Oftober 21. 1642. 


Ireneus Philalethes, © 
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Self-comradiQion cenſured, 
In a 
Dizlogue between 
AFFECTION & JUDGMENT. 


Szer, l. 


An Introdufion to the enſuing dif- 
> conrſe. 

; SIR, 

| Afettion. E diſcourſe which 
| youfell imtorhe ocher 


a 


| mu an impreſhon in my minde, rhax 
Cab crocs ans 
into a more ſerious confideration' of 
mine own ways, and to examine both 
mine ations and intentions more nar- 
rowly then hererofore;, And now F 
, B 


would 
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would gladly make uſe of this opportn- 
nity, to advile with you in forme you 
culars, of which, it my relolution ſhould 
be only ruled by my felf, peradventure 
I might finde caule hercatter to repent 


me 
ug I am glad that diſcourſe 
wrought with you {ſo well : forthe eruth 
is, my ſpecial aime therein was at your 
good, having for the love I bear you 
ofren obſerved your behaviour, and 
ſomerimes ſeen you fo carried away 
with a vehement deſire of compaſling 
the ends you aimed at, without due con- 
fideration of the means, whereby you 
might attain unto them, ſometimes fo 
tranſ with a liking of the wayes 
which you were in, without looking to 
the end wherear they might arrive;ſomes 
rimes {0 |; —_ mens pexſons, 
* and (Oo admiring their graces, without 
taking any notice at all of their infirmi- 
ties; ſometimes {o dereſting ſome mens 
cular > a and praQices, that 
yon have fallen into a general diſlikin 


of their , ilityi 
(though erate good) Py _ 


— 


Celf-contradifion cenſured. 
had any hand at all in; that] have al- 
moſt been ready to accule my telt of a 
miſtake, and to reſolve that it was not 
AﬀeRton which 1 had ſet mine eyes v 

bur AﬀeRation, Bur if you be reſolved 
hereafter to ule more circumſpeRion, I 
(hall be as ready to aſhit you with the 
beſt advice I can, as you to debire ir, 

Aﬀ. There is nothing, whereby you 
may oblige me more, nor can 1 imagine 
how I ſhould teſtihe my thanktulneſs 
better, then by reſolving tor the furure 
to follow your directions, and for the 
preſent freely to unfold my doubts un- 
tO you, 

Fudg, As for your doubts, you ſball do 
well to deal treely in diſcovering them ; 
bur for my direions, you had better re» 
lerve your reſolution of following them, 
until you (ce reaſon to induce yuu there- 
unto, For Judgement is in danger ſome- 
times to be blinded, as well as AﬀeStron is 
to be enſnared : and theretore it is beſt, 
that we both joyn rogether ro aſſiſt one 
another in uling the means, where» 
by we may come to be rightly informed, 
both what we ſhould think, and what we 
B2 ſhould 


4 Self -comradiflion cenſured. 
\bould do, and wait for a blefling upon 
our endeavours, from him who giveth 
unto all men liberally, and upbraideth 
AOL, 


Thar bleſſing 1 hope he will not * 


wi 1d, havi _ already to gi 
it, by Greig you o rightly Jour felf 
eo ſingle our the main particulars, con- 
cerning which my purpole was to defire 
adviſe; viz, the propolal of the 
ends which I ought to aim ar, the choice | 
of the means, which I ſhould uſe ro chole 
ends, and that eſteem I ought to have 
them in, whom I obſerve to be richly a- 
dorned with eminent graces, or notort- 
ouſly overtaken with talſe opinions, or 
evil practices, And as before I appre- 
hended 0 ibiliry, that hereafter 1 | 
might be, {ſo now [ I per- ' 
nr there is On ue Noould {uf- 
peR, that I have been already miſtaken | 
an that kinde, | 
Judg. Nor do you need to wonder at | 
it, and to think it ſtrange, fince it is no | 
more then humane frailry makerh all | 


men ſubje& ro, and that which the beſt 


ſometimes have had roo much expert- |; 
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cenſured. 5 
ence of : as I ſhall ſhew you by partico- 
lar examples, if you will propound your 

doubrs concerning cach of 
them in order. 


Sxcr. Il. 


Of the ends which men do, or ſbould 


propoſe unto themſelves in all 
their ad ions. 


Afi. FF you be (© pleaſed then, I will 


begin with chat, which is the firſt 
in all mens intentions,the end which they 
propoſe unto themſelves in all heir aQt- 
ons: and which for mine own parr, I 
conceive is the principal thing to be en- 
_ of, This I am reſolved ſhould be 
the advancement of the glory of God : 
and that nothing ſhould be intended at 
all, bur thar which may be, nor polsibly 
onely , bur neceſſarily allo, or probably 
at leaſt ſublervient thereunto. 

Zudg. Sofar you are right, But I doubr 
all men arc not of the ſame minde : for 
St.Paut in his time found it otherwiſe. 
| B3 Phil, 


_— 4-5 — _ 
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Phel.1. 15,16, 17, -wongaed yrs indeed 
each (hrift even of e ſtrife, and 

—_ alſo of g - will. The one preach Chriſt 
of contention, not ſincerely ,(uppoſing to adde 
affiiron to my bonds : But the other of love, 
tnowing that 1 am ſet for the defence of the 
Geſpel, And (peaking of Timothy. Phil. 2 
20, 21. He lajth, 1 have no mas like min- 
ded, who will naturally care for your ſtate, 
For all ſcek their own, n0t the things which 


are Jeſus Chriſis. Whereby it appeares 
that St. Paul nn uns Flaible 
that ſome men might, bur e found 

it by experience rue, that many men 
did propoſe unto themſelves one AT in 
pretence,and another in truth. Nay,thar 
which is yet more miſcrable, mens own 
deceitful hearts many times are apt to 
carry them away with a falſe perſwaſion 
ot their own ends, and make them think 
they (eek indeed the glory of God,when 
in eruth it is bur their own repute and 
credit amongſt men. 

Come with me, and ſee my zeal for the Lord, 
faith Jebu to Jebonadab, 2 Kings 10. 16. 
Yet Jebu took no berd to walk tn the law of 
the Lord God of 1ſrael with all bis heart : for 
f 
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he departed not from the ſins of Jeroboam, 
which made Iſrael to fin. verl. 31, Jebeit 
ſcems had more regard to his own roy: 
alry, then Gods religion, notwithſtand- 
ing his pretended zeal for the Lord, 

hart a fair intent of doing juſtice unto 
every man did Aiſalom protels, 2 Sam,1g. 
4. when his purpole was ro ſteal the 
hearrs of the men of 1freel from their 
own King, and his own father, Dawid? 
And how did he make the pretended 
payment of a vow, which he had vowed 
to the Lord, in Hebron, the colour of 
his eſcape from Jeruſalem, and a cloak 
to cover his conſpiracy 2 So uſual a thing 
it is, as Solomon oblerves, Prov.26.2 3,25, 
to inde the ard of a wicked heart co- 
vered with the filver drofs of burning lips, 
and for him char {peaketh fair to have 
ſeven abominations tn his heart, 


Sz cr. II. 
How to try the truth of our own pre- 
tended ends. 
Af. Hart this is too often yrue [ dare 
pot deny: but the diSculey in10 
B4 diſcover 
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diſcover this deceit, For naſe is the , 


heart of man is as deep water, Prov.20.5, and 
though 4 man of underfiauding may draw it 
out, yer every man 1s not alwayecs fur- 
niſhed with mcans ſufficient to that pur- 
pole. Therefore you ſhall do me a {pe- 
cia) plcalure, it you will give me (one 
rules of diretion to guide my (elf by un 
the trial both of mine own and other 
mens pretended ends. 

Fuadg. For your own, as it concerns 
you moſt to be well affured of the truth 
of your intentions,{o the means arc more 
certain, if you will degle fincerely with 
your (clf jn the ule of chem, The princi- 
pal is to beg of God, that he would dif- 
cover you unto your felf, as Deuid doth, 
Pſal, 26,2. Examqne me, O Lord, and prove 
me, try my reins aud my heart ; and Pal, 
139,23, 24, Search me, © God, and know 

heart : try me, and know thoughts : 
nd ſee if There be any wicked way 118 me. 
As it is he that knowerth, (© jt is he that 
declareth unto man what 15 bys thagghs. Am. 
4.13. Andit qo— to have 
your intentions thus tried and difcove» 
red unto you by him, but dig derp to 

ide 


A a. 


" bideyour 
- have juſt caule ws en cr 
that you 
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counſels from che Lord, you 


goes abqut to deceive you, 


lomething cle then you 
yr unto this rd ro 


your examination and tryal of your (elf 
in ewo paraculars, 

Firſt, it your pretended end be that 
which you uend indeed, you wiil not 
uu _= atrained _—_ nay Vang you 
will be impatient of every thing (though 
atherwite good and convenient) thar 
you think may intercept, or jnterrupe the 

| ax of what you mainly 
deſire, Thus Abrahams fcrvant ſhewed 
painly, that he came not unto Labans 

e for entertainment, bur dil 

of his buſineſs, when he faid, I »i4 no 
eat , Hill I have told mine erraud. Gen, 24. 
23. | 
Secondly, it your pretended end be 
that which you intend indeed, you will 
reſt ſatisfied with the accompliſhmenr 
of that,alhough you fail of orher things, 
which otherwiſe you might have had : 
nay rather you will be glad, and deſire 
0 
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to be deprived of, or debarred from 
any thing elle, (how good, or conveni. - 
ent foever it may be) by looling where. - 
of the fruition of your main intended © 
may be furthered, Thus St, Paul = : 

lainly, that the opagation and 
tence of the Golpel we hs main deſign , 
when he ſaith, None of theſe things mous © 
me, neither count I my life dear unto my © 
elf, ſo that 1 may finiſh my courſe with joy, © 
and the miniftry, which 1 bave received of | 
the Lord Feſus, to teſtifie the Goſpel of the © 

PRESIS 20. 24. Thus CMephibe- 

indeed cd unto Davids (afety,when - 

he was content to have parted,not 

with the half of his eſtate, but even wi 

the whole, unto his own treacherous ſer- 

vant Zibs, fo long as he ſaw the King 
ame 47419 in peace to bis own bouſe, 2 Sam. 

19.30, 


: 
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# 
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% 
o 


d 
g © 
þ 
4 
, 2 as own, nor need alwayes to en- 
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SECT, IV. 


How to judge of other mens inten- 
tions, whether they be agreeable 
to their pretences, or uo, 


r other mens intents , though 
you cannot ſo certainly know them, 


quire after them : yer,when they are of 


, Þ publick and common concernment, and 


of 


; 


| 


; 


are urged as motives to draw you into 
action with them, ir behoves you to take 
heed, that your opinions of.them be nor 
lightly undertaken, bur u good 
ground of reaſon : which mull be gathe- 


} red from that evidence you find of like» 


lyhood and probability (tor abſolute af- 
lured ccrtainty there can be none) that 


43 whartthey preteng they purpolely aim 


at, and intend indeed ; and in the right 
a nſion, and application, of that 
evidence eſpecially conſiſts the cxcrciſe 
and uſc, of that found wiſdom and diſ- 
cretion wherewith a good man guiderh 
tys affairs, as the Pſamrſt ſpeaks, Pſal,n2. 
5.and 
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5.and whereby he is taught to walk up- 
rightly rp er berween that weak 
and {imple partiality, which believeth 
every ward, and that uncharitable pres 
judice, which not onely ſuſpeRterh, bur 
cenſurcth alſo as unſound, the moſt ſeems 
ingly ſincere 55s þ- lend = 
lome light in making this diſcovery 

me omen to your conſideration 


ons, and they alter their ends, as means, 
occaſions, and opportunities, either 
frown upon, or favour them, And fo 
ſometimes that which was at firſt inten- 
ded as an end, comes afrerward to be 
made uſe of onely as a means unto anos 
ther end, Thus the end that Abſalom in- 
tended, when he ſent Joah unto David, 
2 Sam, 14,32,was the regaining of his fa- 
thers grace and favour,but afterwards he 
made ule of that grace & favour for ano- 
ther end, the promoting of his treaſona- 
ble intentof ay. wp kingdom,which 
it may be bcelore he dreamed not of, 
And fomimes that which was atthe firſt 
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intended oncly as a nicans umtoa further 
end, comes atrerward to be reſted in as 
intended it (elf, withour relation unto any 
other end, Thus Jerotoam and the ten 
tribes intended, or elle pretended, as 
the onely end they aimed ar, che maks 
ing of cheir burthens lighter; and their 
revolt from Reboboam and the honſe of 
David, (eemed onely as a mcans to come 

that end : but afterward they refted 
in that, as if they had all that they defi 
red, and never regarded to return 
ro their obedience upon any e, 
And ſometimes men being croſt in the 
ends that they before imrended,and com- 
ing to diſcover the impoſſibility, incons 
venience, or errour of them, utterly for. 
lake them, and fer upon others, Thus 
when Sr, Paul went to the bigh Prieft, and 
| defrred of bem letters to Damaſcus the end he 

inrended was, that if be fousd fer 

Side Lord, be might ig how Comm ee 
Jeraſalem, Afs 9. 1,2, But when he re- 
turned to Jeruſalem, the end he aimed at 
was the propagation of the Goſpel, and 
the confirmanon of that faith, which 
once hc had deſtroyed, an” 
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would judge aright of other mens inten« 
tions, you muſt be careful to diſtinguiſh 
between their intentions that have 
heretofore , and thole that are now, 
otherwiſe you may be much miſtaken, 
Secondly conſider, that the fuccels of 


mens ations times cither 15, or 
may be, —_ from the ends 
which they intend in them, Thus Jo 
ſephs brethren intended nothing lefs then 
tis advancement in Egypt by Pharoab, 
when they fold him to the /ſbmaelies : 
yet God by that mcans brought itto paſs, 
And it may be the alteration of Religion 
to Idolatry was nct intended by Je 

and the ten tribes, when they revolted 
from the tribe of Jedab, and rebelled a- 
gainſt Reboboam, and the houle of Dawid, 


at leaſt they made no ſhew thereotz bur | 


onely the making lighter of that yoak 
which they conceived to be grievous a 
—_— yer the change of the government 
_ y brought forth the change of the 
eligion roo, Therefore you may be 
miſtaken, if you think that alwayes to 
have been the end intended in other 
mens ations, which you finde to be the 
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cffe& that followerh thereupon : or if 
you think, that ſuch an « ffet will never 
tollow upon ſuch an ation, becaulc it is 
not the end intended in it, 

Thirdly conſider, that many men im- 
ployed, at the fame time, in the ſame 
action, may notwithſtanding have divers 
intentions, and propoſe unto themſelves 
different ends, St, Paul complains, 
Phils , 15,1647. Some indeed preach Chriſ 
even of exyy and ſtrife, and ſome alſo of good 
will, The one preach Chriſt of comtention, not 

erely, to add affliflion ts 
_ Oo irpoiegs of CET Fa. 
1 am ſet for the defence of the Goſpel, There- 
fore it 1s no good conſequence to ſay, 
Sucha man doth the ſame that other men 
do, therefore be aims at the ſame cnd 
wich them. 

Fourrhly confider, that divers men 
unployed, ar the ſame time, in different 
ations, may notwithſtanding aim at, 
and propoſe unto themſelves, one and 
the ſame end, Thus the thirty thouſand 
thatlay in ambuſh againſt Ar, and Joſbss 
with men of Iſrael, that made as 
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of As, and tled by the way of the wilder- 
neſs, all intended the deſtruction ofthe 
Civy. Foſb 8, Thus /::a,that would nor be 
perſwaded to return mnro Jeruſalem, but 
paſſed over rhe brook X:&Y0p before Da- 
wid. and Zadok and Abiather, chat carris 
ed the ark of God again to Jeruſalem, and 
carried there, and Huſbar the Archie, 
that returned to the City, and aboda 
with Abſolom, all inrended Duvids (afe- 
ty. > $am, 15, Therefore it is no good 
conſequence to ſay, Becauſe this and 
that mans aQions are diffcrent, theretore 
their ends are not the ſame, 


Y 


a 
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Secr, V, 


Some probable occaſuons to ſuſpect, 
although not neceſſary evidences 
to conclude, what other mens ins 


intentions are, 


Aﬀ.g vive me leave, Sr, to 1 

CG tate Ihongte you wenld 

have given me ſome rules, whereby 

might have known what other mens 
mens 


| 
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intentions are, apd whether they pur- 
pole that indeed, which they pterend, 
or no, Bur for oughtI perceive, theſe 
conſiderations which you offer me, are 
ſuch, as rather tend to darken the diſcos 
very, and make me Joubt, whether all 
endeavours in this kind will not prove als 

ether vain and fruitleſs, 

dg, How apt you are to be, miſta- 
kenz, My purpole is indeed to give you 
the beſt directions that I can, how you 
may judge of other mens intentions, and 
not x | acusrM Herein be: firſt I 
chought it r to let you fee, how 
many —_ you may be miſled, and 
what appearances you ought. not als 
wayes to give heed unto, as neceflary evi- 
dences to ground a certain re{glution on: 
although I deny nor, but that they may 
give juſt occaſion many times to ſome - 
lulpition, or ſurmile, eſpecially then 
when you plainly perceive them agree- 
ygctax was - ing from m__ y 
is openly profeſſed and pretended, As 
if ions. ends which any man 
doth now pretend; to be different from 
thoſe, which he formerly profeſſed ro 

a C '* incend 
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intend, you ma reaſonably (uf! 
hone eden! lr he das Yacmray 
army wonrimanas oh his own 
bare word to warrant ir, Thus when Sr. 
Pam was come to Heiruſalem, and al- 
GW to joyn himſelf ro the dufci 
alraid of him, and believed 
not thar ——_ a diſciple, but Barnabas 
took him and brought him tothe Apo- 
ſtles, and declared unto them, how he 
had ſeen the Lord inthe way, and thar 
he had {| to him, and how he had 
boldly at Damaſces, in the name 
of Jrſws; and then he was with them 
coming in and going out at Herruſalem, 
As 9. 26,27,28, $0 if you ſce the fuc- 
COD OED 
which pretended to aim 
at in thoſe ations, and yer thar they are 
£50 ray prod llc tun 
ou may y 3 nOot- 
withſtanding che the ends 


ir pretences, 
which they TE DOS 
ſame with the effects that followed after, 
And on the contrary, if the ſucceſs of 
mens actions be agreeable unto the ends 


; that ry pronnded, end yer ay agpne 
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en vgs 
it, you have : caulc to conceive, 
that cither 
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the ſame. Thus Sampſon would have the 
three thouſand men, that came' ro him 
in the rop of the rock Etam, to'{wear 
unto him, that bw not fall upon 
him themſelves, before he would believe, 
that coming to binde him, as the” Phelz- 
ſtines did,they meant nor to kill him too, 
Judg.15.12, 13. And when you hear di- 
vers men proteſſing ro aim ar the ſame 
end, and yet notwithſtanding fee thar 
they engage themſelves in different ac- 
tions, you may probably conjeure, it 
you ſhould give credit to their bare 
po—_ that you might be deceived, 
the tiſciples till chey were better 
inſtructed by our Saviour 'Chriſt, for- 
bad bim whom they ſaw caſling 6ut Devils in 
bis name, becauſe pm not with them, 
Luke g. 49. S0 every x 
though it be not « ſoGcient enidence of 
truth in that opinion 'which' is guided 
Vile wes cl farther comuiry done 
pole it ſo, urt 1 
what it is indeed, | 


SECT] 


” 
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SncrT. VI. 


Mens actions aud intentions are not 
alw ayes of the ſame kinde, either 
good, or bad. 


ad ſeems then you think, that even 
inthe proſecution of good actions, 
ſome men may have cvill intentions, and 
thar ſome men whoaim indeed ar good 
ends, may take advantage of ſome evil 
Actions to attain thera by. 
+ It is true thar they may, for ex- 
| ſhews plainly that rhey have 
done {o, Fades his cnd in ſaluting his Afa- 
fter with a kiſs,vas to betray bim, Mat, 26, 
48,49. . Davids end, in the kind cnter- 
taingment he gave unto Urijah, was the 
cloaking of his own adultery, 2 Sam, 17, 
And on the contrary Huſbar his counter- 
feir kindneſs, and profeſſed fidelity to 
Abſalom, was purpoſely intended to de- 


T fear Achitophels counſel, 2 Sam.1 6,26.&c. 


Rebeces, to get the bleſſing for her fon 
C3 Facol 


" Jacob, 
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ſwaded him to lye unto his fa- 
ther Iſaac, Gen,27,8, &c, Sarah, to pro- 
vid tor the propagation of the promiſed 
ſced,perſwaged her husband Airaham to 


£$o ih unto her hand-maid Hater, Gen, 


16,2, Therefore to argue 
ot the end from the . 
on, or that becauſe the aRion is evil, 


the 


the end is alſo ſuch, is never a neceſlary, 


bur may be ſometimes a falle illation. 


S E CTo VIL | 
Rules of direction for the better dif- 


covery of the ruth, or falſbood, 
of the ends, which men pretend. 


wal, rules of direction 
will you give me then, 
whereby I may guide my ſelf berter, in 
diſcovering rhe ruth, or falſhood,of the 
ends which men prerend > 

Judg, Firſt, 1 would have you, as 
much you cab, to tid your ſelf of all 
partiality and prejudice, and when you 
enter 


L 3 


| 


of the aftis | 


- 46 way 
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enter this enquiry, to do it -with 


all indifferency, A preconcei- 
ved opinion in the mind, like peive 
made of coloured glaſle, will render c- 
very thing as like it {clf as may be; and 
if before you enter into your enquiry, 
you entertain an opinion of other mens 
pretences, that they are cither agrecable 
unto , or different trom, the ends which 
: they incend indeed, it will be a difficulg 

marter to perſwade you to the contrary 


” almoſt argument. 
F nk would have you to take 
heed of truſting roo much unto any one 


evi : for in conjecural 
where the reſolution muſt be 
ſwaicd by the moſt probabilities, many 


| circumſtances muſt concur, as ſeveral 


irems, tomake up the toral ſum of that 
concluded argument, wherewith the 
mouth of contradition may be top» 
Pe hirdly I would not have you too 
apt to entertain an opinion thar any 
mans intended ends are otherwile, then 
he himſelfe pretendeth and profeſſeth, 
without very prabable inducements to 

| C4 ; Per- 
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perſwade you to it, For though diſtruſt 
as well as difsimulation, be _ = 
more agreeable ro humane woridly' po- 
licy, then confidence and fingle hearted 
fncerity ; which made him in the 'Sa- 
tyre ſay, Haud refit facity quit facile creat : 
yer the rule of religious piety, and Chri- 
ſtian charity, is rather to bear, believe, 
and endure all' things, then to be 
ealily provoked to think any evil. 1Cor.13 
$7.And | would rather have you be mi- 
ſtaken rwicezin eſteeming berter of 'mens 
intentions and purpoſes, then they des 
ſerve, then once; in judzing worſe of 
them, then you have juſt cauſe to do, 
For though there be a woe pronounced 
8gainſt them, that call evil good, as well as 
againſt them, that call good evil, iſar,5.20, 
er of the two ({o they do it nor wiltul- 
ly, or carefully) I doube not bur they 
finde more favour with the Lord, whole 
own fincerity makes them apt to be. de- 
ccived by other mens hypocrifie, then 
they, whoſe own hypocrifie makes 
them over-ſ{uſpitious of other mens fin- 


cerity, | 
SECT, 
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p—— 


' Secr. VIII. 


Fretences are not alwayes to be ta- 
ken upon truſt from other men, 


Af. FEre it nor beſt then, for fear 
; 1 Yo of offending in cenfuring too 
hardly ot other mens intentions, to give 
credirtotheir own pretences, and rake 
them upon truſt, without any further 
iry .concerning them > 
, _ our _— m_ in 
his ſheep ſerpentine wildom, as well as 
dove>like ſimplicity, 4fat.1o. 16, and St, 
Joba laith expreſly, Believe not every ſpi- 
rit,but try the ſptrits wbether they are of God, 
2s John 4. 1, which certainly he would 
not have done, unlcls it were poſſible as 
well as 'neceflary, and unlcls there were 
ſome means to do it by, as well as 
realon/why-it ſhould be done, And that 
which have hitherto (aid, tends nor to 
diſcourage you alregether, from enter- 
ing upon ſuch an inquiry, but onely to 
give you warning to be circumſped and 
wary 
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wary what you do, that you may not be 

deceived with ſceming ſhewes, inſtead 

of ſolid truths. 

Sec r. IX. 

The beſt means to try the truth, or 
fe of other mens pretences. 


Af. Pray you then, if you can, at laſt 
deliver me of this doubt, how I 
may diſcern between falſhood and trath, 
in the and proteffion s, which 
other men make of their intended ends. 
Fe1g. This it were cafier to doin ſome 
particular caſes, then to give any gene- 
ral rulc, that ſhall hold indi in all, 
Yer as well as I can, I will indeavour to 
{atisfic your defire therein, And to thar 
purpoſe I would have you conſider, that 
as unity and verity are alwayes __ 
parable companions, ſo falſhood is fel- 
dome or never ſevered from ſuch varies 
ry, as makes it inconſiſtent with it ſelf, 
which gives occaſion to that common 
edna chan = 
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Oar Saviour himſelf ſpeaking of the de- 
vil, the father of lies, faith, He was s 
murtherey from the beginning ,and abode not 
in the truth, becauſe there 15 no truth in him, 

n 8.44. His mcaning is not, that the 
or 0h nol fpcick Gay eruch ar all, 
burrhar he cannot continue conſtant to 
char eruth he ſpeaks : the truth is not in 
him, no more then he is of the cruth ; 
and the truth that he ſpeaks ſometimes, 
CITY im, that at other 
eimes he lies, Thus the ſpirit that under- 
took to periwade Abedb, rhat he might 
goup, and fall at Xamoth Gilead, ſpake 
Sk ahas he ſaid, be mould go forth, and 
be 8 lying ſpirit in the mouth of «Ababs pro- 
phers, 1 Xings 22,22, Burthe quickly fell 
off again from that truth, when he con- 
Micaiah, by the mouth of Zede- 
imlelf ro be the ſpi- 
rd, They went out from usdaith 


kiab, and 
rit of the 


Sr. Paul, but they were not of us : for if they 
had been of us, they would no doubt have con- 
tinued with us : but they went out , that t 
might be made manifeſt, that they were not all 
ws, x John 2, 19, and Chap.4.5, 6,They 
are of the world, therefore ſpeak they of the 


wer 
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world, and the world heareth them. We are 
God: he that knoweth God beareth us : 
ereby know we the ſpirit of truth, and the 
ſpirit of errour, By this I ſuppole it may 
appear, that the beſt means to try the 
eruth of other mens pretences, is tO exa- 
mine their own agreement with them- 
ſelves, and how they keep conſtant to 
their own profeſled principles : for if ir 
appear,' that indeed they contradi& 
themſelves, and that there is an incon- 
fiiſtent contraricty berween the ends 
that they pretend to aim at, and che 
principles upon which they ground their 
proceedings in ation, as with relation 
to thoſe ends, they muſt of neceſsiry cons 
fels a falſchood in the one, or in the ©. 
ther, and cither renounce their own prin- 
ciples, and ſo condemn their own aQt- 
ons, or elſe, it they will ſtick faſt unto 
thoſe, and juſtifie theſe, you may cer- 
eainly conclude, that what ever they 
did before, yer now they aim at other 
ends than they pretend, For aQions are 
never undertaken as means, but with re- 
lations unto cnds, and it is impoſſible, 


that any man ſhould purpoſely perſiſt " 
t 


z 
: 
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the ule of thoſe as means, which he 
knows are deſtruftive of the ends which 
he intends, This I ſuppoſe is that which 
Se, Paw! aims at, when he faith, 1f ? 
build again the things which 1 defiroyed, 1 
make my ſelf a tranſgreſſor.Gal. 2, 18, and I 
d not but it would have been as true, 
if he had ſaid, f / deſtroy again the things 
which I bad built, A man that is an heretich 
ſaith the ſame Apoſtle, after the firſt and 
ſecond admonition rejert : Knowing that be 
that is ſub is ſubrerted, and ſinneth, bein 
condemned of himſelf, Tit, 3, 10, 11. An 
though there be no note of connexion 
between thoſe rwo verſes, and the two 
former, yer it may not be amils to ob- 
ſerve, that the Apoſtle hath placed theſe 
words next unto thoſe, wherein te had 
{aid,This « a faithful ſaying,and theſe things 
I will that thou affirm conſtantly, that they 
which bave believed in God might be careful 
to maintain good works : theſe things are good 
and profitable for men, But avoid fooliſh 
10ns, and genealogies, and contentions 
my Vings _ for they are un- 
table and Vain, As intimating , that 
the ſelfe condemnation of hereticks ap- 
pcars 
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pears in this, that the errors in opinion, 
and enormities in ation, which they 
purpolely maintain and practiſe, are 
contrary to, and inconſiſtent with the 
ends, which they profeſs to aime ar, 
namely, the glory of God in their own 
and other mens eternal good, and ſpi- 
ricual profit, that they may be made heires, 
cording to the hope of eternal life , as he 
ſpeaks wer.7.ſ6 that it you ſee men avow 
{uch ations, allow themſelves liberty 
co keep ſuch courſes,and plead ſuch prin- 
ciples in their defence, as are contr 
to,and inconſiſtent _ wr ends _ 

they pretend, you have reaſon to ſu 
= be falle : if when = 


inconſiſtent contrariety is plainly diſco- | 


vered, and made known unto them, they 
renounce thoſe principles , condemn 

themſelves for thoſe practiſes, and a 
|» mq—_ wg afterwards unto e 
r courſes, which are undoubtedly 
available unto thoſe ends,you have good 
—_ ——— that what they 
pro they purpoſely intended, and 
that in andertating thole aRions, and 
urging thoſe principles to ground them 
on, 
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on, they did but humanum pati, diſco. 
ver that common infirmity, which all 
mankind is ſubje& to, errare,/abi, decipr, 
tongs wo be cenlured ot 
c m rſtanding, then 
o& hypocrifie and diſsimulation, Bur if 
| whenthe inconſiſtent contraricty of the 
| © am 1 is evidemty domomtencd, 
to aim at, is cv 
and laid open before ny A 
wilfully ſhut their eyes, ory {prom nor 
! fee it, or obſtinately perſiſt in their 
courſes notwith you may then 
! conclude (with as CErtainty as O- 
ther mens intentions can be known wirh) 
that thoſe ends, which they intend in- 


deed, are notthe ſame which they make 
> ſhew of, and profels, 


S ECT. X. 
The ſame illuſtrated by ſome Ex- 
amples. 


AFﬀF.FN this that you have ſaid there 
E222 nach enilany gs 
rut 


Os eo _ _— 
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truth, that I do not ſee what can be ob- 
jected againſt ir, Yet I ſhould -be berrer 
ſatisfied, if you would be pleaſed to u- 
luſtrate it a little, with ſome few partt- 
cular examples, : 

Judg, For che firſt, that there is cauſe 
to ſulpe& thoſe men of falſehood in 
their pretences, whoſe courles arc in- 
conſiſtent with the ends which, they pro- 
feſs ro aim at, you may ſce by St. Paul, 
who blamed Sr. Peter,and withſtood him 
to his face, when he ſaw _—_— _—_— 
not uprightly, according to truth © 
the = arr rrp him,  1f thou 
being a Jew liveſt after the manner of the 
Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why compel- 
left thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews > 
Gal.2. 14, St, Peters behaviour in withs 
drawing and {cparating himſelt from the 
Gentiles tor fear of the Jews, was in St, 
Pauls apprehevſon, inconſiſtent with 
that Chriſtian liberty, which they both 
profeſſed to intend rhe. maintenance of, 
againſt the falſe brethren unawares, brought 
3, who came in prively to ſpy out their liber- 
ty, which they bad in, Chriſt Jeſus, that they 
might bring themingo at = 

iore 
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fore St, Paul {aith he was to be blamed, 
as both diflembling himſelt, and gi- 
ving occaſion unto others to difſemble 
wich him. If you ſay, char the diffimy- 
lation there was not in the end,burt in the 
action : I grant it true, ye withal I may 
adde, that the diſimulation was nor of 
the action, bur ofthe end. For the aRi- 
on is alwayes more apparent then the 
end, and there is greater cauſe to ſuſpe& 
that which is ſecrer, then that which is 
Open. So that St.Paul might well ask 
St. Peter, why he did fo, and could nor 
be cerrainly aſſured , that he dealr fin- 
_ in p_ profeſſing the end 
with himſelt, untill he knew ſome other 
ſeeming reaſon, that milgazged him to 
take {uch a contrary courſe of practiſe as 
he did, 

For the ſecond, St Paul ſhewed him- 
ſelf indeed ro be zealous of the Law. ec: 
ven whilſt he was a Pharilec, in that 
when he was converted, and came to 
underſtand, that Criſt was the end of the 
Lap for righteouſneſs to every one that be- 
leveth, Rom, 10, 4, and that the Law of 
righteouſneſs #45 n0t $0 4 attained wnto : 5] 

re 
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the works of the Law but onely by faith, Rom: 
9,39,31,32, he conferred not with fleſh 
and blood, which would have periwa- 
ded him ſtill ro have continued, as he 
had been formerly, exceedingly zcalous 
of the traditions of his fathers, having 
profited in the Jews religion above many of 
his equals in bis oun nation, Gal.r.14, 16, 
But what things bad formerly been gain unto 
him, thoſe be counted loſs for Chriſt, &c, 
Phil .3.7.Not making void che Law through 
faith, but eſtabliſhing the Law, Rom, 3.31, 
Whereas the Scribes and Pharilces, 
and the reſt of the ——_— res 
jeated or made fruſtrate, of none 
effe&, the Commandment of God, that 
they might keep their own traditions : 
as our Saviour complains, Afar.7, 6, &c, 
and caxeth them of hypocriſie 
therein : which could not be aſcribed to 
any falſchood anddiſſimulation in their 
ations (for what they iſed they 
purpoſed, as well as proteſſed) bur in 


their ends, which they pretended to be 
rephcry trnrkuy Au Commands 
ments of God, but meant thoſe doftrines 
of their own, by which they taught men, 

not 
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not to obey, but to tranſgreſs the Com- 
mandments of God ; as there he makes 
ir evident, by their falſe gloſs upon the 
firſt Commandment , and upon others, 
Mat.5.17,&c.By vindicating of the Law 
from which he made it appear, that he 
came not to deſtroy, bur to fulfil ir. And 
therefore when the Jews acculed Sr. Paul, 
that he taught all men every where a- 

ainſt the people, and the Law, and 
the Temple, Ai#s 21.28, he pleads nor 
uilry unto all : that chey neither found 
im in the Temple diſputing with any 
man, neither railing up the people, ne1- 
ther in the Synagogues : bur he open 
confeſſerh, that atter the way whic 
they call herefie, fo worſhipped he the 
God of his fathers, believing all things 
which are _—_— in the Law _ the 
Prophers,and having hope towards God, 
which t head Bn allo allowed, thar 
there ſhall be a reſurreRion of the dead, 
&c, Afs 24,12, &c, and As 25.8. Net- 
ther againſt the Law of the Jews, neither as 
kf the Temple, nor yet againſt Ceſar 
e IT offended any thing at all, And there- 


fore though Tertulss _ that when 
wah o they 
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they took him would have judged 
oy according hog bo Law,& comalita 
of great violence in the chict Captain 
Lyſ1as, when he took him away out of 
their hands, commanding his acculers 
to come unto Felix the governour to be 
examined, A#s 24,6,7,8. Yerthe charg- 
eth Aznanias the high Prieſt with in- 
juſtice,thar fitting ro judge him after the 
Law, he commanded him to be {mirren 
contrary to the Law, As 23,3. And 
though he himſclf appeal unto Ceſar, 
and lay, / land at Ceſars judgement ſeat, 
where 1 owght to be judged, And if I be an 
offender , or have committed any thing wor 
thy of death , I refuſe not to die : but xf there 
be none of theſe things, whereof theſe accuſe 
me, no man may delruver me anto them : yet 
he urgeth Fetus his own knowledge tor 
it, that wxto the Jews be had done no wrong, 
eAtis 25, 10, 11, The reaſon was, bes 
cauſe he did indeed, that which they on- 
ly pretended to do : asa by the 
like apologic, which he makes wn the 
chiet of the Jews at Rome, As 28, 17, 
&c. 

For the third, when Jobanen the = 
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of Kareah, and the captains of the forces, 
and the people that were with him, be- 
fought Jeremiah to ay unto the Lord 
for them, that be might ſhew them the way, 
wherein they might walk, and the thing that 
they might do, Jer.42.2,3. proſe that 
they would obey the voice of the Lord 
their God what cver it were, ver, 5,6, 
Jeremiab tells rhem plainly wer, 20, that 
they diſſembled in therr bearts, when they 
ſaidio : and their behaviour afterward 
made it plainly to appear, that he was 
nor miſtaken, when they direaly cons 
tradicted, not him alone, but themſelves 
allo, and laid, 4s for the word that thou 
baſt ſpoken wnto us in the name of the Lord, 
we will not hearken unto thee ; But we will 
certainly do whatſoever thing goeth forth 
of owr own mouth, C hap. 44. 16, 17. Thus 
our Saviour convinceth the Jews, that 
what ever they pretended, yet he knew 
that the love of God was not in them, 
becauſe he came in his fathers name, and 
they received him not, and yer were 
ready to receive another, that ſhould 
come in his own name, Joun 5, 42,43. 
That for all che great confidence in Meſ-s 

| D3 whuch 
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which they boaſted of, yer they beljeve 
him not in deed : There is one, ſaith he, 
that accuſeth you, even Moſes, in whom ye 
truſt, For bad ye believed Moſes, ye would 
bave believed me ; for be wrote of me, wer, 
45,46. | 

By this you may perceive, how necel- 
ſary it is, that to clear the fincerity of 
mens pretendedends, they ſhould order 
all their aQions ſo, and eſpecially pro- 
duce ſuch principles only to plead for 
them by, as that there may appear a con- 
ſtant accord and uniformiry between 
them all ; and that the apparent contra» 
riety, and inconſiſtent contradiftion of 
mens ations practiſed and ends preten- 
ded ({o long as thoſe ations are avowed 
and perſiſted in) is the moſt unanſwera- 
ble evidence that can be gathered , of 
falſchood and hypocrific in that which 
they profeſs ro aim at and incend, 
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Szxcr, XI, 


Other evidences for the further per. 
fefing of this diſcovery. 


Af. FD Ut may there not be ſome other 
vidences, which joyned with 
this may help to perfect the diſcos 


ver 
Jude, I doubt not bur there may, and 

I will give you Inſtances of ſome, One 

ſhall be this, It you ſce an under 

and conſiderate 


man, that is wont to do 
bur adviſedly (for there js no 
c_ hold to be had of them that do 
things as at random raſhly) making 
ſhew to intend forme particular end, as 
conducible, or le unto lome O- 
o encral =_: which you are confi- 
for, and =P 
\n_ _—_ ho iſhmenr th 
you may well be per{waded of the ruth 
of that , as well as of this intention. Bur 
if there appear an expreſs contraricty,or 


inconſiſtent contradiction, between the 
D4 one 
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a end and the other, you may cafily 
conceive, that the more icular pre- 
rended end (eſpecially it it be nor of fo 
great importance to the agent, as the 
other more general) is not really inteti- 
ded indeed. Thus the Pheleſtines 
intended end being the oppreſſion of the 
Iſraelites, and weakening them 1o, ther 
they might ſubdue chem ar their plea- 
ſure, it might eaſily appear, that the p0- 
licy they uied, in ſuffering no Smith in 
Iracl, was purpoſely intended, as they 
taid,leſt the Hebrews ſhould make them 
ſwords or ſpears : becauſe this partica- 
lar end was both agreeable, ahd con- 
duceable unto that al end, 1 Sam, 
I [4 9,8&c.Thus Heſbat his faithful fricnd- 
;ou | unto Dauidbeing generally known, 
that he really itehded indeed the 
iebery of the King, it was weakly dotre 
of Aiſolom and the men of Iſrael, to be- 
lieve at the firſt, withoart any other evi- 
dence beſides his own teſtimony, ttige 
Huſbaies coming unto Atſolom ws =_ 
poſely incatel coke profeſſed, to 
jn his preſence, as he had done in his fa- 
thers, 2 $4m,16,16,&c. ES" 
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Self-comradifiion cenſured. 4 1 
not with his other more general and 
more important end, and therefore 
mighr juſtly have been ſuſpected of taltes 
hood and diſhmularion. 
Another ſhall be this, It you ſee an 
underſtanding man make proteſhon ot 
fuch an end unto himſelf, as 
you arce\are he knows well enough itis 
| e for him to obtain, you may 
believe, that he inrends it not : nay 
y ſhall you finde, that any man re- 
ally intends any end, of which he hath 
not ſome probability ar leaſt ro ground 
an hopeful expeRation upon, Thus had 
not the Lord of purpoſe infatuated 45s 
ſalom and the men of Iſrael, to defeat the 
y__ counlel of Achitophel, that he might 
ring evil upon A#ſolom, they might caſis 
ly have ſeen, that Huſh intended ho- 
Gini lets rien Davizs deftrution, when 
he propotmded the drawing of thar city 
into the river with ropes, into which he 
luppoled Dawrd might be gotten, 2 Sam, 
17.13, 14, a proj, it not altogether 
impoſhble, yer fs improbable, that no 
reaſonable man could imagine he ever 
Bur 
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But I will add no more concerni 
the diſcovery of other mens inccaded 
ends : ec as I ſaid before, there is 
no ſuch abſolute certainty therein, bur 
| that do the beſt you can, you may per- 
| adventure be miſtaken, unleſs you had 

that extraordinary gittof diſcerning (pi- 
rits, whereof St, Paul (peaks, 1 Cor, 12, 
10, which is not now adayes to be ex- 
pected, Therefore it you will, w 
proceed unto your next , t 
thoſe ations, which are uſe en 
for the obtaining of thoſe ends, that are 
pretended, 


SECT, XII. 


A real purpoſe of pretended ends is 
not enough, unleſs the intended 
ends themſelwes be ſuch as they 


ſhould be, 
Af. TAy, one thing more before we 
Nodes I pray you give me 
leave to enquire of you, Tak 
ing ir for granted, that the ends which 
men 


— 


Self-contradiion cenſured. 4; 
men proſeſs to aim at, are really indeed 
intended by them, yer that I ſuppoſe is 
not ſufficient ro warrane them, For 
though no man I preſume will pretend 
or can indeed intend any ends, bur thoſe 
which cither arc indeed, or cllc at leaſt 
appear unto him to be good; yet many 
men I doubt are _ OCs own 
ends, and ſe thole thi unto 
dnaline 6 bo obrained, which they 
ought nor to ſeck, 

Jug. It is true as you lay : and there- 
fore, as the end of every ation, though 
laſt in execution, is firſt in intention,and 
conſe ly holds a principal place in 


the afteftion of the agent, {o the hr(t and 


chicteſt care, about both your own and 
other mens ends, muſt be to be rightly 
informed, wherthcr they be good indeed 
or no, But for ſubordinate ends, becauſe 
in reſpe&t of thoſe that arc ſupreme, 
they are but intermediate means, we 
ſhall ſpeak of them afterwards : and for 
the ſupreme end of all, you ſaid well ar 
the firſt, that it muſt be the advancement 
of the glory of God. & that nothing muſt 
be intended at all, but that whuc my 
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be probably ar leaſt ſubſervient there- 
unto, —— without _ turther en- 
quiry let us take it for , that 
who indecd p c _—_ Cekctes a 
advancement of the glory ot God, and 
they who profeſs pretend to do fo, 
are {o far torth to be approved of : and 
they that ſo far negle&rhe glory of God, 
as cither to propole unto themielves, or 
_—_ unto others, that they aim at 
uch ends, as are alcogerher contrary un- 
to, or any way inconſiſtent with, the 
advancement thereof, arc fo far forth 
blame worthy. This I ſuppoſe there is 
noman ſo impudent as to deny, and 
therefore I will not go abour to prove 
it, bur proceed unto your next cn- 


quiry. 
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SzscT. XIIL, 


Inſtances of exceptions, that may be 
taken to the choice of ſuch means, 
4s may be conducible tothe ends, 
which they are uſed for, 


Af. He next thing that I defire to 

be informed 1n, 1s the choice 
of the mcans, which I ſhould uſc, for 
obtaining of the ends, which 1 propoſe 
unto my felf, Theſe I ſuppoſe mult be 
luch, as cither of necelsiry muſt, or at 
leaſt in probability may be effeQually 
CO—_ unto the ends I ule them 
or, 

Fudg, That rule may be p_—_y true, 
and for the moſt parr: yer it is fubject 
unto ſome exceptions, and muſt be limi- 
ted with divers cautions, whereot I 
will give you thele particular inſtan- 
ces, 

Firſt, ſome means may be conducible 
unto the general ſupreme cnd of all 

chungs 


2 


45 Self-contr adiction cenſured, _ 
things, the advancement of the glory of 
God. which arc not properly conducible 
unto ſome one particular {ſubordinate 
end, which you may aim at as fubſervis 
ent unto the general, As tcr example, 
the advancement of the glory of God 
was the general ſupreme end that Sr, 
Paul aimed at in preaching the Goſpel, 
in preaching the Goſpel ro the Corin- 
thians freely, and in taking wages of the 
Philippians, he had divers particular 
ſubordinate ends, yet both ſubſervient 
unto the general, and as the particular 
ends were divers, ſo the means he uſed 
to that purpoſe were different, or ra- 
ther contrary. That the Philippians 
ſhould communicate with him, as con- 
cerning giving and receiving, he was 
well content, becauſe he defired fruir 
that might abound to their account, Phel, 
4.15,17, But amongſt the Corinthians 
he would be chargcable ro no man, that 
he might cur off occaſion from them 
which deſired occaſion, 2 Cor, 11. 9,12. 
and being cratry might catch them with 
guile,2 Cor.12, 16, To preach the Goſpel 
treely at Fbilrppi,and ro rake wages at - 
rin: 


—_— 
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rinth, though alike conducible unto the 
ſupreme and general, had yer been de- 
ſtrucrive ot the particular ſubordinate 
ends, that St, Paul did aim at and in- 
rend, 
Secondly, ſome means may be pro- 
ly conducible unto {ome carticules 
fbordinere ends, that are not alwayes 
conducible unto, but rather ſometimes 
deſtructive of the general ſupreme end, 
For inſtance, the advancement of the 
lory of God was the ſupreme end 
that St, Paul aimed at in Preaching the 
Goſpel : the preſervation of St, Pauls 
life and liberty was a ſpecial ſubordinate 
end {ublervient unto that general:which 
both himſelt was carcful of, and the 
Churches prayed for, Afs 23.6,17,8c. 
As 25, 10,11, Phil. 22, $t, Pauls forbear- 
ance to go up to Jeruſalem might in all 
try ve been a means to 
erve his lite and liberry, but had been 
a means withal to prevent him of that 
rrunity which there was to be offc- 
unto him, of advancing the glory of 
God, in being ſer tor the dl gr Poo 
Golpel,which makes him fo paſſionately 
par 
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pur them off, who carneſtly belought and 
would fain have pcrſwaded him not to 
go up to Jeruſalem, What mean you ta 

and to break my beart, As 21,13, And 
RISES 

' unto 

fallen our rather unto the furtherance 
of the Goſpel. Phil, 1,12, 

Thirdly, ſome meansin the eye of hu- 
mane ſence and realov, may probably 
ſcem to be contrary unto, or inconſiſteng 
with cither the general and ſupreme, or 
particular ſubordinate cnds , which men 
aim at, and yet may be requiſite and nee 
ceſlary to be uſed, for the obtaining of 
thoſe ends, being oy warranted 
to that purpole by own direion, 
Thug tothe end that God might advance 
his own honour, by delivering the Midis 
anites into the hands of the Iſraclues,Gr- 
deons army of 32000, muſt be reduced 
unto bare 300, by Gods own appoint- 
ment, Judg.”. : 

Fourthly, ſome means in the eye of 
humane fenic and reaſon, may probabl 
appear to be exther ifite and necel- F< 
(ary, or at leaſt congucible _ ar 
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ends intended by them, which yet muſt 
not be uſcd, as being cither in them- 
ſelves unlawful, or by ſome ſpecial di- 
reion from God prohibited, Thus the 
cutting off of Sauls likc had in all proba- 
bility been a ſpeedy and effetual means 
ot advancing the glory of God, in ha- 
ſtening Davidto the quiet poſſeſſion of 
the kingdom of Iſrael, whereunto he had 
been ordained by God, and anointed by 
Samuel ; yet Dauid neither dare himiclf 
ſtretch forth his own hand againſt the 
Lords anointed, nor ſuffer Abiſhai ro 
imice him, « Sam, 26,8, &c, nay his own 
heart {mote him, becauſe he had cur off 
Savls (kirt, 1 Sam, 24, 5, Thus the de- 
ſtruction of the Gibeonites was a pro- 
bable mcans to perte the conqueit of 
the land of Canaan, yet the children of 
liracl might not rouch them, becauſe 
Foſhuah had made peace with them, and 
the Princes of the Congregation had 
worn unto them : although therein they 
had dealt unadviledly, yea contrary to 
ne general direction, which they had 
received from God himſelf, Deat, 7.2 

and in lundry other _e and though 


all 
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go Self-comradifion cenſured. 
all che C i00 murmured againſt 
Pris Joſb,g. Yea, + al 
moſt 400,years atter, Saul in his zcal to 
the children of Iiracl and Judah, 
to {lay the Gibeonites, God puniſhed ir 
in the dayes of Dauid, with three years 
famine year aftcr year, and God was not 
intreared for the land, till after that they 
had performed all thatcheKing had com- 
manded,according to the Gibeonitecs re- 
queit,z Sam,12, $0 ro take the next way 
thorow the land of the Philiſtines,mighr 
appcar to be a ready means, tor the ad- 
vancement of Gods glory, in the {peedy 
performance of his promiſe ro his peo- 
ple, m—_—_ them into poſiceſhon of 
the of Canaan, the lot of their jnhe- 
ritance : Yet becauſe God would have 
ito, they muſt be led about, thorow 
the way ot the wildernels of the Red fea, 
though there they wandered forty years 
together, Exod, 13, 17, 18, Nay, rather 
then go the dire way thorow the coun- 
try ot the Edomires, without the Kin 
leave, he retuſing to permit them pal- 
ſage, alchough they promiſed to behave 
themiclves peaccably, they muſt rar 
away 


"—_— WW 5 


A 


$ 
t 

y 

- 

b, 

t 
|- 
y 

» 
of 
<< 
Cc 
W 
a, 
rs 
41 
J- 
' 
VE 
rm 
ly 


Self-comtradifion cenſured. «5 1 
away from him,Num, 20, $0 long be. 
fore they had kings of their own, did 
God begin to teach his people what re. 
ipet was due unto them, Yea, when 
one day, contrary to Gods appointment, 
they would go up that way, which the 
day before they had refuled at his com- 
mandment to go, God puniſhed their 
preſumption, and ſuffered them to be 
chaſed by their enemies as bees. Num, 
14,40, &c, Deut,2,1,26,8&c. 

By this I ſuppoſe it may ſufficiently 

, that your general rule tor the 

ice of means to be uſed for the com- 

pr=ge ends intended,is not ſo general- 

y true, but that it may meet with ſomc 

exceptions, and therefore the practiſe 

thereof may have necd to be limited 
with cautions. 
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SECT. XIV. 


Means effeSinally conducible to any 
end muſt not be uſed, if eitber un: 
lawful in themſelves, or unto 
tboſe that uſe them. 


Aff. T is true Sr. 1 can fay nothing to 
bl : and therefore, as you 
have diſcovered the neceſsiry of cautions 
in this kind, ſo I pray you be pleaſed fur- 
ther to inform me what they are, 
Jadg. The cautions I conceive m__ 
cafily colleted our of the former 
ces ; yer for better evidence I ſhall not 
think much to anſwer your deftre, and 
offer to your conſideration thele partt- 
culars, 
Firſt, whatever means you have a 
mind of your ſelf, or are by others ad- 


viled, directed, | v7 y——_ cComman- 
ded ro uſc, as y conducible to 
any end, reſolve not upon it, until you 


have thorowly tryed and examined the 
laws 
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Self-contradittion cenſured, 5 
lawfulneſs of it, both in it ſelf and unto 
you, For you may not do the leaſt evil 
of purpoſe to obtain the greateſt good, 
Rom. 3.5, &c. Job. 13.7, Exccllently St, 
Aaſtin to this purpole, 1b, contra mends- 
cum ad Conſentram, cap, 7, Intereſt quidem 
Plurimum, qua cauſa, quo fine, que inten- 
tione quid fiat. Sed ea, que conflat eſſe peccgs 
1s, nullo bone caſe oltentu, nullo quaſy bo- 
xo fine, nulla velut bona intentione factenda 
fant, It marters much for what cauſe, to 
what end, with what intent a thing is 
done, Bur that which is known to be a 
fin muſt not be done under any pretence 
_= ob > pre he were done 

, or with ins 

—_—_ And a little I lame 
Chapter. Qurs eſta dicat, wifi qui res bu- 
mands ; c0n4'ur mores legeſy; ſul ers 
tere, Bec. if there were no readier 
means (as indeed there is not) utterly ro 
undoe the world at once, to digg up 
the foundation of obedience to all laws, 
both humane and divine, and to ler 
looſe the reins to all impiety, injuſtice 
and prophanes, then to ſuppole it lawful 
todo evil, that good may come thereab. 

, E 3 Theres 
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Therefore though the end be never fo 
good, which its 7 , the 
means propounded feem never 10 re- 
quilite Les available unto that end, it 
you cannot uſe it without fin, you muſt 
reſolve to let it alone ; and that is, when 
in uſing chat means, you ſhall do that, 
which us cither unlawtul in it (elf, or clic 
unlawtul unto you, And that you mult 
eſtcem nnlawful in it (elf, which by God 
is forbidden unto all men in general: that 
unlawful unto you, which God hath for- 
bidden to your ſelf in particular, or 


lence unto the angels, Thus for the (ec- 
cond, Saul ſbould not have ſparcd an 

of the cattle of the Amalekites, thoug 

it were to offer ſacrifice unto the Lord, 
Thus for the third, Foab and Abrather, bes 
ing lubjects, ſhould not have followed 
Adenijab, and helped him, when he ex- 


alrcd 
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alred himſelt,ſaying, | will be King with: 
out the knowledge and conſent of David 
their ſupreme foveraign upon carth, 
Therefore Joſeph, inticed © lewdneſs by 
his Miſtris, pleads not impotence 
ſo much as impolvibiliry, when he 
ſaith, How ſhall 7 do this great wickedueſs, 
and fin againſt God > Gen.39, g.as if what 
he ought not he could not have done, 
Laban, though he thought he had juſt 
caule to complain of Jacobs dealing, and 
power in his hand to do him hurt, yer 
durſt not but forbear, becauſe God had 
ſaid unto him,T ate beed that thou ſpeak not 
wato Jacob good or bad, Gen,31.28, 29, Ne- 
bemiah, chough perſwaded by a Propher 
to go into the Temple to fave his life, 
yet would not, becauſe it was unfir for 


" fucha manashe to flee, Nehem, 6. 10, 


Kc, 
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SECT. AV. 


Amongſt difſerent opinions of what 
is lawful, or unlawful, neceſſary 
or indiffernt, in it ſelf, nothing 


is to be done againſt conſcience. 


4f-CUppoſc this that you ſay to be 
i Yerue (and I contefle I know no-+ 
thing that can be juſtly objeed againſt 
1.) yer you know there are many par- 
ticular caſes, yea fomerimes general 
queſtions, notſo certainly decided, but 
that difterent opinions concerning them 
are proteſiedly maintained by divers 
men ; one condemning that as utterly 
unlawful, which another is confident 
may lawfully be done; one requiring 
that as ablolutely ncceflary ro be done, 
which another 1s rclolved is cither un- 
lawful, or at moſt bur indiffcrent,and in 
luch caſcs what courle ſhall I relolve to 
take ? 
| Jadg, You are now indeed upon the 
pount 
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point of greateſt difficulty : for rclol- 
ving whereof you muſt alwayes remem- 
ber that general rule of che Apoſtle, 
not to doany thing againſt the diate 
ot your own conlicience : for even an 
erroneous conſcience binds, though it do 
not exculec, a to's but a tanto only, And 
when the Apoſtle faith, Let every man 
be tully perſwaded in his own minde : 
and, Haſ\t thou faith > have it to thy (clf 
betore God. Happy is he, that condem- 
neth not himfſelt in-chat thing which he 
allowerth : and he that doubreth is dam- 
ned it he car; becauſc he cateth not of 
faich : tor wharloever is not of taith is 
lin, Kom,4.5, 22,23, By the judgement 
of all interpreters, 1 think ic is agreed, 
that he doth not leave every man at li- 
berry to do what he liſterh, bur direaly 
requires, thar every man be periwaded 
certainly of the lawtulneſs of every aQti- 
on, that he undertakes, Which periwas 
fion of lawfulacſs(according to the {cope 
of the Apoſtles ſpeech)mutt be extended 
not onely to the nature and eflence of 
the aRtion,bur likewiſe to thoſe adherent 
circumſtances, the varicty whereot oy 

alrcr 
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alter the caſe : as upon what ground, to 
what cnd, with what intent it is done, 
and what the ſucceſs of the ation cither 
muſt, or may be,So that you muſt reſolve 
not to do any thing of which you are not 
fully per{waded in your own conſcience, 
that it is lawlul for you to doit; nor 
to leave any thing undone, whereof you 
are not fully perſwaded in your own 
conlcience, that it is not nec to be 
done by you, whether ſimply in it ſelf, 
Or ex conceſſo, rebus ſic ftantzbus, Not that 
the per{waſion of your own conſcience 
is a {ufhcient warrant to juſtifie you, 
cither before God or man, for your dos 
ing of that, which you are conhdent 
your ſelf is lawful, or for the leaving un» 
done that which you are ſatisfied in 
our f{clf is nor neceflary, For that ma 
neceflary to be done by you, whic 
you are per{waded is not, and that ma 
not be lawful to be done by you whic 
you are per{waded is, But that your own 
conſcience, being a power eſtabliſhed by 
God in your ſoul, to judge berween him 
and you, the voice there 15 a law unto 


you : which if you tranſgrels, by doing 
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contrary thereunto, you are condemned 
of your ſelf , and it you neglet ir, by do- 
ing bh, thing withour the direction 
thereof, you overrun your warrant, and 
at without authority, 


—_ —O— — — ——_ — 


SECT. XVI. 

The right information of Conſcience, 

concerning what is unlawful, or 

neceſſary,in it ſelf, is to be ſought 

| for from the writtes word of God 
rightly underſtood and applyed. 


wg mee gr donothing, but thar 
my 


whereof I am fully pertwaded in 
conlcience , the main thing that I 
muſt _ _— that my Conſcience 
may be righely informed, in every | 
= d I mw in every thing I & or 
leave undone, that {© it muſt be, and not 
otherwiſe, But where ſhall I mect with 
that right information ? 
Judg, Wirth God, it yougo to him to 
ſeek it, a5 you ought to do, and wait up- 
on 
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on him with patience, in the uſe of his 
means,which is his word rightly under. 
ſto0d,& applyed by the direQtion of his 
holy ipiric and according to the rules of 
right reaſon, It is Solomons advice, Prov, 
3.5,6.Truſt in the Lord with all thine heart : 
and lean not to thineown underſtanding. In all 
thy wayes acknowledge him, and be ſball dire 

paths, For, as David ſaith, Pſal.2 5,.8,9, 
Good and upright 1s the Lord : therefore will 
be teach ſinners in the way, The meek will 
he guide tn —_ Therefore Zſa/,119, 
8,having the queſtion, Pherewithal 
ſhall a young man cleanſe brs _ he pre- 
ſently gives the anſwer himſelf, tabing 
heed thereto — thy word, Sr, 
James, If any of you lack wiſdom, let bim atk, 
of God, &&c. Jam,r.5, &ec, And St, Paul, 
All Scripture 1s = by inſpiration from 

God, and 15 profit able for dofirine, for reproof, 

for correftion, for inſtruftton tn righteouſneſs: 

That the man of God may be perfef, thorowly 
furniſhed unto all good works, 2 Tim,3,16,17 


SECT. 
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SECT, XVII, 


Amongſt divers opinions, concern. 
ing the true underſtanding of 
Scripture, their doubtful diffe- 
rences are to be tryed by their con: 
cord and agreement with mun- 
doubted truths commonly re- 
ceived and agreed upon as prin- 
ciples. 


Aﬀ-T Ex this go for granted : yet 
ewo things there are, that] muſt 

as well be ſatisficd in, as in the ſufficient 
ſe@ion of Scripture, or elſe I ſhall 

as far to ſeek as ever I was, The one 

is this, that divers men are of different 
opinions,concerning the true underſtands 
ing of the Scriptures : and thoſe not only 
ignorant and ungodly men, bur even 
thoſe that arc learned and judicious, yea, 
religious, and fuch as make conicience 
of their wayes, And therefore when I 


come 
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come to examine any ation by the 
touchſtone of the Scripture, the ſoul 
whereof is the ſenſe aud ig of the 
words, and finde it ſo differently rende- 
red by divers, that boch cannot poſhbl 
accord in one, what ſhall I doe 2 Let a 
alone untill they be agreed? Or how ſhall 
I ſatisfie my ſelf, which of the rwo I muſt 
be guided by? 

wdg, This I confeſs is a great inconve- 
nience, be {uch as the conſideration there: 
of may give men juſt occaſion to break 
Our, as & Auſtin duth,into this paſsionate 
exclamation, O ubt eſtts , fontes Lachryma- 
rams & quid fariemus þ gu thrmas > Or 
as the Prophet Jeremiab, Jer. g. 1, Ob 
that my head were waters , and mine eyes a 
fountarn of tears, that 1 might weep day and 
»ight(T will not ſay only as he d the 
ſlam of the daughter of my people, but) for 
the ſtrifes of words, the prophane and 
vain bablings, the oppoſitions of {cis 
ence falfly fo called, the tooliſh and uns 
learned queſtions, yea the doubtful dif- 
purtations of thoſe men, who many times 
more obſcure, then illuſtrate, what they 
take in hand toclear, But you muſt not 
think 
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think it ſtrange, it alwayes hath been, is, 
and ever will be fo : ſo long as men fee, 
bur as thorow a glaſs darkly, they can» 
not expect to know any thing pertcaly, 
bur onely in part. / Cor, 13. 9,12, And 
though lome , in compariſon ot others, 
may be men in underſtanding, 1 Cor, 14, 
20, yet St, Paw! would have the Corin- 
thians, even in himſclf, and in Apollo,to 
learn not to think of men above that 
which is written : that none of you, ſaith 
he, be puſfed up or one againſt another, 1 Cor, 
46 When therefore you meet with ſuch 
differences, remember that dirc&ion of 
St, Jobn 1 Toba 4.1,&c. Beloved, believe not 
every ſpirit, but try the ſpirits, whether they 
are of God, &c, And the rule that he layes 
down to try them by, is their concor- 
dance and agreement with undoubred 
truths, All things in Scripture are nor 
doubted of, or drawn into diſpute : ſome 
things are fo plainly and clearly laid 
down, that all men, by whom the «crip- 
ture is received as the word of God, as 
_—_— them. Ler thoſe then be your 
cantlings ot the reſt, and whar you finde 
moſt agreeable to that , which is confeſt 

by 
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by all, that cleave unto, As talſhood is 
alwayes inconſiſtent with truth, and con- 
trary unto it, as light is to darkneſs ; ſo 
ood and evil can no more clole, and be 
rmly uniced unto one another, then dis 
amonds unto duſt or dirt, This redu- 
cing of doubtſul differences, in all mar- 
ecrs both of opinion and practice, unto 
commonly received principles, general: 
ly agreed upon, and tying them to ſtand 
to the trial thereof, is that which Sr, Paul 
{o often calls for : as Rom, 16,17, Now / 
beſeech you brethren, mark them which cauſe 
aruiſions, and offences, contrary to the do- 
Arine, which you have learned, and avoid 
them, &c, 1 Cor, 3.11,&c, For other foun- 
dation can no man layyhen that which is 
laid, Jeſus Chriſt,&c, Gal, 1, g, If any preach 
any other Geſpel unto you, then that you have 
recetiued, l-t him be accurſed : and 1n other 
laces, 

Af. 1 hall better underſtand your 
meaning, and the truth of this, if you 
will be pleaſcd ro illuſtrate it a little, 
with an inſtance or two. 

Judg, That will : and firſt for mat» 
ter of opinion; You know it is much 
dilpu- 
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diſputed, berween the Divines of the re- 
formed Churches and thoſe of Rome, 
how thoſe words of our Saviour, Mat: 
26,26, This is my body, muſt be under- 
ſtood : whether in reſpeR of natural ex: 
iſtence, or of ſacramemal uſe, To try 
which of theſe is the rue meaning of the 
words, bring them both to thoſe un- 
doubred principles, which no 
Chriſtian doth or dare deny : that the 
of Chriſt was a true natural body, 
conceivel1 by the holy Ghoſt, born of the 
Virgin Mary: and that in the ſame in- 
dividual body he was crucified, died, was 
buried, roſe again from the dead, aſcen- 


ded into heaven, and fitteth at the righe 
hand of God, That interpretation, which 
accords with theſe and all other prin- 
ciples, you may be fure is true, as the 
latter 'evidently dothz and that which is 
contrary to, and inconſiſtent with theſe, 
or any other certain —_ muſt 


needs be falſe: as the later apparently 
is. And the like may be faid in other 

controverred pointes of do@trine, 
Secondly, tor matter of practice, It 
is diſputed berween n divines of - 
refor- 
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reformed Ghurches, and thofe of Zone, 
how that _—— 33.23 
&c,Let ſoul be ſnbjeft to 1 
powers Qoe. 4 muſt be underſtood : S 
ther ot the ſubje&ion of all perfons and 
cauſes, as well Ecclefiaſtical as civil, 
vmo thoſe Magiſtrates, in whom the ſu- 
cme authoritiy refides, or of civil on- 
. To try which of rheſc is the true 
meaning of che place, bring them boch 
to thole undoubted principles, which no 
good Chriſtian, no hor reafonable man 
can deny, Quod t1b4 fiers non Vis, alteri ns 
fecerts, and ſaum curque, which we may 
lee arreſted by our Saviour , CHa.7,12, 
All Padyp 3 - > wh ye would that men 
to you, do you even fo tothem, 
_ 22,21, Render wito Ceſar the 
mhich are Ceſars : and by St, Paul Rom, 17, 
7,8, Render unio all therr dues, Bec. That 
interpretation, which accords withtheſe 
[9 ——— the former doth, you may 
ſure is true : and that which is con- 
crary to, and inconſiſtent with thele 
p_ nciple as the latter is, muſt needs 
and the like may be {aid m other 
—_ queſtions, 


Af, 
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Af. But what if I be not able to re- 

ſolve of that accord or contradiction > 
Judg. Such a cale can hardly hap 

if you erioof R—_ all particulars 


and jt it coul evidence on 
eicher fide SALTS 


out any certain 

would manijcſt it lelf 10 be 

bur vain and frivolous, and the indiffes 

rencic ſuch, that it would be no mar- 
ecr ar all , wherher ever you reſolved or 

no, But” however, having uled all the 

means you can for your ws 


RT —__ it be acecr 
Een 
- ey > IE 
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-.-'Szcr, XVIII, 


Special immediate revelations from 
. Gods to ſhew.. what is unlawful, 
- or neceſſary 'toiour ſelves in par- 
* ricular,,” altbough uſeful beretoc 
| fore, are neither. to be expeJed, 
ator eaſily to be believed now, 


Af, Ou ſaid even now, that: as| 

muſt eſteem char 'unlawtul 
in itſelt which by,God is forbidden un- 
toall men in general; ſoI muſt eſteem 
that unlawful for me, which God hath 
forbidden to my felt in particular, or 
though nor unco all men in general, yet 
unto men of ſuch particular places and 
callings, eſtates and conditions, as for 
the preſent I am in, For the former you 
have told me, that my rcfolution muſt 
be guided by the holy Scriptures, inter- 
prered according to the rules of right 
rcalon, and the general received princis 
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ples of religion:bur for the latter [ 4 
ENS vera know,that-tharwhich 
is lawful in it ſelf, as nor being 
forbidden by God unto all men in þ 
neral, is yet unlawful for my ſelf in 
ticular, or chat that which is not 
lutely neceſſary,as nor being by God re- 
ed of all men in _ is yer ne- 
ceſlary tor _— ſelf, as being particularly 


"Whil ial immediate reve- 
Me. bl oo as in the' dayes of 


the Parriarchs, Prophets and Apoſlles, 
the ſpirit, by which hole particular i in- 
ſi and direQions were- given, 


was able alſo ſufficiently ro manifeſt his 
own authority, and as well to fubdue 
and incline the will and affeRivns, to 
affent unto and imbrace the truth of 
ſuch diſcoveries, as to enlighten the 
minde and — ro apprehend 
the meaning of them, This made even 
Aelagio 20 bay; S4 Balak would grue me bis 
bouſe full of fibver —_—_— I cannot go = 
yond the word of the Lord my God, to do 
more, Num.22, 18, And the Propher 
Jeremiah, Jer .20. 2 Then I ſaid, 1 will 
3 not 
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nat make mention of him : nor ſpeak any more 
zn bis name. 7 te 
4s 8 burneng fire ſput up 1n my 60x41, 6nd [ 
Was m_—_ —_— and 1 could no 
pg. $t Luke of St, Paul and Timaby (gith, 
- after they were —— y.4 
d to go inte Bitbynis, rit ſuffe- 
«rm. 4 uot, —_— 7, That rw Silas 
aud Timatheus were came from Macedonia, 
Paul was preſſed in ſpirit, and teſtified unto 
the Jews, that Jeſus was Chriſt, 43s 18, 5. 
and Se, Foul of himſelf, that be went bound 
in the ſperit to Jeruſalem,n0. 32. Bur this 
was extraordinary , proper unto thoſe 
times, and muſt nexnher be expetted 
now, nor eaſily believed either of our 
ſelves or others : although 1] doube nor, 
but that even now adayes there arc ſome 
that are both deceived themſelves with 
falle perſwaſions, and deceive others 
with fai es, that in ſome parti 
lar.caſes they are immediately di 
«Pn. qu God, when indeed it is 
exther the voice of their own corrupt 
hearts only, which they hearken eo, or 
the ſubtile ſuggeſtions of Satan, who 
ſomeyres tr axsferms bimſelf xnto an 280; 
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of light, and bis miniſters 1nto the Apoſtles of 
Chriſt, and mmiſters of righteouſneſs, 2 Cor, 
I1, 13, 14,15, And we nced not think it 
ſtrange, fince the holy Ghoſt hath to 
long ago exprelly given warniug ot ix. 
1 Tim, 4.1, &c, 

Hf. Do you think there may be no 
—_— immediate revelations pow a- 

yes, whereby ſome men may be gui- 


- dedand directed themſelves, and ſtirred 


up and enabled to guide and dirga others 
in the performance of particular aRions, 
as neceſſary, or effeually conducible ro 
ſpecial ends? 

Jadg.l doubt not bur there may,for the 
holy Ghoſt is not limited or ſtraitned any 
more in reſpe& of time, then place, but 
divideth ſeverally ro whom, and where, 
and when, and how he will, x Cor,12,11, 
But jt is not ordinary now, nor eaſily to 
be believed (as I (aid _— either of 
our (elves or others,for fear leſt in ſtead 
ofthe ſpirit of truth and of Chriſt, we 
cither be deceived our ſelves, or deceive 
others, by the ſpirit of crror and of An- 


tichrif, 
F 4 SE CT, 
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SxcT. XIX 
Some direftions to try the preten- 
ded revelations of private ſpi- 


rits by, 


Aﬀ. Hat direions can you give 
FJ: then to try the ———_— 
revelations avd inſtructions of privatc 
{pirits by > 
Judg, Even the ſame that 1 mentios 
ned before, wiz. their accord and as 
greement with, or their inconſiſtent con- 
traricty to, and contradiftion of them- 
ſelves, or of the written word, The good 
ſpirit, the ſpirir of eruth, is alwayes con- 
ant ro it ſelf :; the evil ſpirit, the ſpirit 
of crrour is alwayes contrary cither un- 
co it ſelf, or unto the ſpirit of truth, 
Bring them then unto the royal ſtandard 
of the word, wherein the ſpirit of truth 
undoubtedly doth ſpeak, and try them 
there, It is Gods own advice to his 
ple Iſrael by his Prophet /ſaiab, 1[.8.19, 


30, 
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20, And our Saviours tothe Jewes, Fob 
$. 39, Cc. 

Af. This indeed may be a means to 
try juch motions as proceed from pri- 
vate ſpirits by, in regard of the matrer, 
whether it proceed from the ſpirit of 
eruth, or the ſpirit of exrour : but how 
ſhall I know in regard of the manner, 
whether it be by an ordinary,or by an cx- 
traordinary work of the fpiric, that ſuch 
motions in the minde are ſtirred up ? 

Judg, The onely means I know to this 
end is to conſider theſe rwo things, Firſt, 
the cauſes and occaſions of ſuch moti- 
ons, as proceed from an extraordinary 
work of the ſpirit, have themſelves ſome- 
thing more then ordinary in them ; as 
in G:deons incounter with the Midianites, 
Fudges 7, Jonathans with the Philiſtines, 
1 Sam.14. David with Goliab, x Sam, 17, 
When the holy Ghoſt, in the book of 
Judges, had often (aid, that the ſpirit of 
the Lord cameupon ſuch or ſuch a one, 
or that God raiſed him up to be a deli- 
verer, and that he judged Iſrael, intend- 
ing thereby an extraordinary, ſpecial, 
and immediate motion ot the ſpirit of 

| I 
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God, whereby he was both ſtirred up, 
and warranted, to undertake that im- 
ployment, he addeth in the end, 1: thoſe 
dayes there was no King 11 Iſrael ; every man | 
41d that which was right in brs —_— 
intimating extraordinary motions | 
the ſpirit cotake place Cade in the ab» | 
ſence of ordinary means. And theres | 
fore when the government was once ſets | 
led, we hear no more of that phrale, to | 
import an extraordinary motion of the 
ſpirit ſtirring any man up to undertake 
and exercile that charge, So ſince the 
ſacred volume of the Scriptures is com- 


» for them that acknowledge the | | 


ere 
Retencie thereof, to be the light of 
faith, and rule of life,cither ro expe in | 


chemlelves, or pretend unto others, ex- F 


traordinary revelations now, is in effe& 
as much, as to light a candle at noon 
day, and ferch water in a bucket won a 
ro Into, NCT A TLVET , 
ay 4 Occen i ſelf, ; 
Secondly, the adjunds and effefts of 
ſuch motions, as proceed from an extra» 
ordinary work of the ſpirit, bave chem. 
ſelves ſomething anore then oodieary in 
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them ; as in the former examples, of Gr- 
deon, Jonathan, Dauid, their cxtraordi: 
confidence before hand, and their ſuc: 


| ceſs beyond expeRation afterward. 


But both theſe marks may be indiffe- 


{ rent conimon to all extraordinary mos 
| tions of a private {pirit, whether good 


or bed: and therefore that which I ſpake 


| of before,is that which you muſt chictly 
| look unto, totry the ſpirits by the word 
; of God,, If by your own private ſpirit, 
' © whether ſpeaking in an ordinary or cxs 
' © traocrdinary manner, you be moved and 
' © guidedto any thing that accordeth and 


agreeth with the written word,that hear- 
ken to, as the voice of the good ſpirit of 


| God, and of truth : but if unto any 


thing contrary unto, and inconſiſtent 
with that word, that ſtop your cars a- 
gainſt, as the voice of the evil ſpirit, of 
*atan , and of errour, 


SECT, 
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SECT, XX. 
What to do in ſuch things, as are 


neither neceſſary, nor 

in themſelves, nor nnto us in par- 
ticular, but indefizitely only un- 
to men of ſuch particular places 
end callings, eftates and. condi- 
tions, as for the preſent we are 
in. 


F.1D Ur what ſhall I do in the laft 
| which 


r, 
luch partis 
and com 
dirions, as for the preſent I am in? 
Fudg, All that you have to do in this 
caſe is, Firſt to conſider what particu- 
lar place and calling, eſtate and con- 
dition, for the preſent you arc ins as 
whether a ſuperiour in authority over, 
or 
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or an inferiour mo rms others; 
whether or rich, in ity or in 
a and the like, = —_ pA 
ſider what une rules the holy Ghoſt 
in youn -w—_ REG 
deri men, in ſuch 
—_—_ calling, eſtate and 
condition, as yours is, reſulr of 
thele two muſt be your reſolution, as 
that which is the concluſion of a ical 
ſyllogiſm : whereot the 10N, Or 
major,is given you by God in his word : 
the aſſumption, or minor, you finde by 

jence in your (elf ; and can no more 
deny the -conclufion, then you can re- 
nOUnce reaſonable foul, and yield 
your ſelt ro be a beaſt. 
Aﬀ. 1 pray you, Sr, give me an exam- 
ple of this, as you have done of the other 


- Judg. Take that of Job then, c_ 
otherwile not ſo good a man as 
ſhould have been, yet in this an eminent 
| —_— loyalty. Joab was a ſubje&t and 
unto Dauid, intruſted by him 


with the managing of the war againſt 
the hildernof Anven, 3 $a, 1 Gs 
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The general rule for thoſe that are in 
that eftatce and condition, wherein Joab 
then was, is not to {eek their own honour 
ro the diſadvantage of the honour of 
them, by whom chey arc imployed, | 
whole {ubjets and fervants are, 
For a {on honouzeth his father,and a {er- 
vant his maſter, Mal.1, 6, In contideratts 
on hereot, when 1oab might have per- 
feed the victory himſch in Daurds ab- | 
ſence, yet he will nor, but: feads for | 
Dowd to come and be preſent himiclt wn F 
his own perſon: and gives the reaſon, F 
leaſt 1 take the city, and it be called after my | 
name, 4 Sam, 12, 27,28, So 2 Sam,24. | 
when David bade leab number the peo- | 
ple : though the Kings word were abo- 
manablec to ſcab, as rhe = fe 15, LE 
21.6, that is, though were s 
ther of another minde, and would has 
diflwaded David from mn, as ancedleſs, 
or ing thing : yet, being an ation 
not unlawtal in it clt, /oah 15 content ro 
yicld, and the Kings word prevailed 8- 
gainſt /oab and the captains of the hoft, 
and they did as they were commanded 
by whe King. The negleR a 


; Things in themſelves indz fferent 


may become either neceſſary, or 


unlawful, to inferiours, being 
commanded, or forbidden thews 
by their ſuperiours, 


Aﬀf.YT ſeems then youthink,ther thi 
Jo dnafitres indifinem as &k 
whech are neither commanded nor for- 
bidden by God, unto all men in general, 
may become cither neceſlary, or untaw- 
tul,umo thoſe that arc inferiours, being 


CUM 
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commanded, or forbidden them by their 
luperiours , 

Fadg, It istruc, I doſo: and ſo muſt 
you too, and every one elle, that will 
pot be an utter enemy to all humane au- 
chority & profeſlcd triend of contuſion, 
For order is the lite and foul of ation, 
and ſubordipation the eflence of order; 
which can never be maintained, without 
authority cſtabliſhed in choſe ro whom 
af right ic doth belong, both ro make 
laws, that muſt be obeyed, and to ex- 
at obedience to the laws that arc 
made, 

Aff. Bur it by thoſe laws there be any 
thing forbidden, which Gog hath com- 
manded, or = thing commanded 
which God hath forbidden, what muſt 

do then > 

ludg, Obey God, rather then: men : 
for his authority is abſolute and ſupreme 
originally of, and finally, ſor himſelf; 
theirs bur ſubordinate and limited, of 
him, from him, by him, through him, to 
him, and for him. 

Af. But you laid before, that lawful- 
nels muſt be extended, not onely to the 

nature 
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nature and effence of the aQion, bur like- 
wile to thoſe adherent circumitances,the 
variety whereof in things in; themſelves 
indifferent, may alter the calc , as up» 
on what ground, to what end,wi. h what 
iatent, and the like : and ations confi- 
dercd, not ſimply in chemſeclves, but tos 
gether with ſuch adher« nt circumſtances, 
areno longer indifferent co the:t agents, 
bur cicher neceflary, or unlawful; and 
ſo humane au horicy may ſeem. not ro 
extend to them; for that which is ne- 
ceſlary may not be torbidden, and that 
which is unlawtul may not be com) 
manded, 

Judy, It is true that you ay : and if 
the conſtitutions of ſupreme Authority 
had not a ſpecial place in the determi» 
nation of choſe adherent circumſtances, 
there would be no uſc of humane laws. 
Bur when the general rules of equity, 
laid down in Scripture, are limited in re- 
ſpe of particular circumſtances by hus 
anc _ that live undct chat ſu- 
preme authority, by which thoſe laws 
are made, are i, in conſcience to 
ſubmit themſelves unto them : and the 

G necel- 
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neceſſity, or unlawtulneſs of ations con- 
Ro ge 
no one thing ſo much 
wes m—_— apr; I_—R whereby 
are determ 
Af. rw—s— wa make men the {cr- 
vants of men, contrary to the precept of 
« * 1 Cor, 7. 23, and to intangle 
withthe yoak of that bon- 
om which Chriſt hath made 
A 
. No: forthe liberty wherewith 
Chet a irina libeerys 
pirirual ; and 5 
neither contrary ro, oe with 
civil ſubjeRtionz as the Apoltte plainly 
ſhewes inthe next foregoing verie, and 
Gal, 5.13, when he faith, Brethren 
bave been called unto liberty, one ye not ly 
berty as an occaſion to the fleſh, but by low 
ſerve one another : and St, Peter _—_ 
ſaid, Submit your ſelves unto & 
of man for the ral ſake, &c. —_— free, 
and not uſing you liberty as a cloak of malicy 
ouſneſs, but as the ſervants bor 1 Pet.2, 
I3, &c. 
Af. But you ſay that men are bound 
io 
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in conſcience to ſubmit themſclves unto 
thoſe laws which are made by that 1u- 


rent pr 2 _ which « 
ive : and is it not ſpiriuu! bondage to 
Wo py _ 

. If you ſpe irieerfl 
iden tell and from which the 
li purchaſed by Chriſt hath fer 
men free, all bond of conſtience is nor 
ſpiritual bo : forto be bourid in 
conſcience to ſerve God in obedience, 
according unto his revealed wHl; in ho- 
nets and righteouſtiefs ny 
end for which we ate detivered ove 
of the hands of our enemits, & Z thay 
ſpeaks, Luke £,74,75. Burt cdriig? Hher- 
ty, to obey unrighteouſneſs, is ſpiritual 
bondage indeed, yea finful ſlavery, It Su- 

jours command ſuch things,as arc urs 
ful, or forbid fuch things as arc ne- 
ceſſary, their inferiours are not bound 
in conſcience to obey them : tor ſuch 0» 
dedience is contrary to, and inconfiſtens 
with their ſpiritual liberty, But when 
the things commanded by ſupreme aus 
thority are not uglawful, nor the chings 
G3 thereby 
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thereby forbidden neceſſary, thoic tat 
live uader that authority are boud in 
conicicnce to yield obedience : and the 
bond is put upon the conſcience, not by 
thole men, in whom the ſupreme tu- 
mane authority relides, but by God him 
ſelf, from whom they reccive, and under 
whom, for him and in his ſtead,they ma- 
that aut | ; and by whom their 
EDD 
ſelves, and obey them that have the rul: 
over them : and ſo thoſe things, which 
before the determination of authorir 
were in themſclves indiffcrent,a tterwar; p 


become, cicher or unla 
unto them, who owe Ience unto th 
authority tor the Lords ſake, 
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Secr. XXIL 


Of paſrive obedience in ſuffering 
wrong patiemly. Whether ſub. 
jeÞs, to defend themſelves, and 
maintain their own right, may 

violence, and force of 


by 
arms, reſiſt their ſupreme Magi- 


ſtrates ? 


18 4f- A LL this may be true of active 
obedience, in doing good wal- 

lingly ; but what will you lay of palsive 
obedience, in ſuffering wrong patiently? 
Are all inferiours bound in conicience to 
ubmit chemielves unto their ſuperiours, 
n ſuffering paricnely what they inflict 
won them wrongfully > May they nor 
tand upon their own detence, and tor 
he maintenance of their own right, c- 

en by open force of arms, reſiſt 

a? 


Fudg, Many men I know are of divers 
G3 | minds 


25 Self -chntradiflion cenſured. 
minds in this particular : bur if you ſeri» 


ouſly conſider what —_ are ur- 
ged upon cither fide; 1 think you will 
nde more principles of humane poli- 


iſdom, ghen rules of 

reli and Chriſtian piety, p 
for any Kr liberty qe, prey 
more — — —— , 
ing in patient ring, 
Fekdes tha of thera who are moſt car- 


neſt © mania the former, lame are 
cooftrainedo y to ſuch principles, as 
for ought I can perccive, are cither falle 
in themſelves, or in the ication of 
them tend tothe utrer © w of all 
good government, and take away the 
very foundation of all humanc authori- 
ty : othcrs are forced to limit and reftrain 
it with {0 many cautions, that it is dif. 
ficulr, if nor impoſſible ro inſtance any 
particular example, wherein they have 
been all obſerved, So that ir may feem 
a great deal ſafer for ſubje&s to ſuffer 
according to the will of God, and com- 
mi the keeping of their ſouls ro him, in 
well doing, as to a faithful Creatour, as 
Gt, Peter (peaks, x Pet, 4, 19, then to = 
4d 


cy, aud worldly w 


KN © 


pe ne cenſured, $7 
zard the miſcarri his cauſe, 
their awn ill bandling of | 

Aﬀ. 1 ſee, Sr. you are not willing to 

rels you opinuon in this particular {0 
fully, as you have done in the reſt ; and 
therefore, althoughl heartily deſire (atis: 
faction in a calc of ſuch impartance, yer 
will I not preſs you further for ir. 

- A+ need not, it you rememy 
ber what I ſaid before, in my ſecond cxs 
ample of doubtful differences reduced 
unto commonly received principles, ge- 
nerall upon, For it the caſe be 
may, by reſiſting with 
their own right, againſt 


ity {o, that witha 

ſhall noe be in danger to offer the like 
wrong unto them, or to others in them, 
from which they defirc to defend them- 
ſelves z nor to withhold any thing from 
them, which is due unto ir may 
be lawful ; otherwiſe not : becauſe then 
they ſhould do contrary tothoſe gene- 
ral rules, Sum, carque, and Quod 14; no 
us fters, alters ne fecerts; which no man 
can deny : and fuch ſelf.contradiction 
G4 mgkes 


88 Self- comtrediflion cenſured, 
makes a man inexculable, as St, Paul 
cells us, Rom,2.1, &&c- Bur the truc realon 
why 1 torbear to large my felt in this 
as tar as in othcr particulars, is, becauſe 
the queſtion cannot well be reſolved in 
theſc, unleſs there were ſome particular 
calc propounded in Hypotheft, with all 
the {cvcral circumſtances of it, that the 
anlwer might be drawn accordingly, 
And ſuch a cale, wherein it mighe be 
lawtul for tubjedts ro refiſt their Sove- 
raigns, in whom the . ſupreme humare 
authority refiles (any otherwiſe, then 
onely by denying, withholding, ard 
withdrawing ative obedience unto 
their unlawtul commands) 1 am as loath 
my felt ro imagine, as it may be you arc 
unable. ro give inſtance of, Yet to ſay 
lome thing towards your fatisfaion 
inchis particular, I wall firſt ſtare the 
queſtion,as I underſtand it,and then ſhew 
you ſome of the cavrions, with which [ 
finde rchſtence for defence reſtrained 
and limit d,by thera that eake upon them 
to maintain it lawful: which cautions if 
they be not duly obſerved, the 

lawful liberty muſt by their own confel- 
ſion ceale. SECT, 
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Sec r. XXUI. 
The queſtion ftated. 


Irſt, you muſt- conſider, that the 

þ quento is not of refiiting wrong 
done by private perſons , without the 
conſent or warrant of ſupreme Authoris 
ty - for in ſuch a caſe, the rule give 
hulds good, Contrs ques licits oft defenſe 
per magrſtratum, contra coſdern oft licits des 
fenſio private in caſu necefſutaiis, cum ed 
que fit per magiftratum baberi non poteſt : 
(041 41 LENC X oge'S GS Mant eliam pr rvaies, 
And in fuch a caſc indeed, the refiſtences 
is not againſt, bur in che bebalt ot the 
ſupreme Magiſtrate, I 
Secondly, you muſt conſider, that the 


is not of reſiſting the ſupreme” 
iftrace by meer private men, with- 
ourthe conſent or warrant" of the ordi-" 


nary power, as they callirt: for this they 
contels were gladium ſumere a Deo Cf 4 les 

gibus ibs non conteſſum, © 
Thirdly, you muſt confider, that the 
queſtion 


Self-comtr adiction cenſured, 51 
bade the Elders, that fate in his houſe 
with him, ſhut the door, and hold him 
faſt at the door, 2 Xmgs 6,32, 

Bur che queſtion 1s, Whether in any 
calc (ukjefts of chemiclves, by joyng cans 
lent, or by the direQion of igteriour ma- 
giftrares, may lawfully reſiſt, and by 
torce of arms defend themſelves, and 
one another againſt ſupreme | 
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SECT, XXIV, 


Cantions, with which the affirms: 
tive 15 limited by them that 


maintain it. 


Irſt, that the ſupreme Magiſtrate be 
actually ————_ into & 
and puvlickly declared fo to be : luch a 
one as doth and intolerable 


unto his iubjcas generally ; or lecks of 


— force to conſtrain them 

co manitcſt idolacry or blaſp . + 
Sccondly, that the inju 

lence, which they | £0 —_— 

themiclves againfl itcſtly ſuch, 

and great and grievous, not pron y ful 
Acd or ſurmiſed only,or trivolous and 
he, 

Ted, that it he onely in caſe of ex- 

ercmec neccthey, when the whole Coms 

mon-wea'th is in imminent danger to 

be utterly overthrown, and no other 


ey ng 
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of themſelves,their lives,theire ſtares,and 
the li of cheir conſciences, 

Fourrhly, that all other good means 
have formerly been uſcd for his refor- 
mation, bur in vain. 

Fitrly, that under the pretence of reli- 
gion and juſticc,private ends and advan» 
tages, be not aimed at, intended and 


lought, 

Sixtly, that in all their a 
they carctully oblerve ſuch 
modcration,that they themſelves brings 
not thole liberties, and rranſgreſs not 
tlofe laws, which they take upon them 
to maintain : for here that rule they give 
themlelves muſt hold. Quod juſtum eff 
Juſtt perſequars, 

y, that it be not onely intens 
bo for, but likewiſe accompanicd with 
puolick benefit, Ne R:ſp, wolens 

vary Che wide twcidat 1 Scyllam, 

When you propo'e a particular caſe 
of this kinde, wherein theſe cautions are 
oblerved,that I may take notice of all the 


confilerable circumſtances 
tercumo, [will ell you what chink oh 
the lawfulncſs, or unlawtulneſs of it, 
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——— 


$8scr, XXV, 
ions to ſome principles, upon 


ch they endeawonr to ground 
their opittion, who miintain the 


dffirmative. 


Af. Ou ſaid even now, that ſome of 
thofe, who take uport them! to 
mainam He lawfolnets of refiſtertce in 
ES cchas to fly to ſuch 
ou conceive are either 
5c if hari ves, of 11 the {cation 
of them rend to the utrer of 
all good government, and to take away 
the very foundation of all humane au- 
_  Iprapyoule me heat forne in- 
principles, 
, One is, Fat the ſupreme Magi- 
fracc, in reſpeR of thoſe that are 


his a , is major ſingulis, bur minor 
anve/ ffs, E rake t6 be falſe: for the 


ſupreme Mayiftrare, as fuch, is Sov Dee 
menor, #nd un all his not &<1- 
ſim onely, but confantfi/n is _ 
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Avorder i gturthe power of go 
Another is verhment 
is originally in the opts Scondy derived 
from, & intruſted by them , umo the fu- 
reme magiſtrate, This I am perſwaded is 
Falſe: for of governinent is 6- 
tiginally in God, derived from,f& incru- 
ſted by him, tothe ſupreme magiſtrare, 
even then when the perſon,in whom that 
authority reſides, is deſigned by the peo» 
ple, as in eleRive governments, much 
more where the government is ſuccel- 
ſive, and hereditary. The holy Ghoſt in 
Scriprure ſtylerh the mſ- 
niſters of God, and the ſervants of the 
Lord: bur never that] know the minifters 
of the people, or the ſervancs of their 
lubjeas, 

Another is, that ſubjeQts have an inte. 
reſt in the ſupreme Magiſtrate, which 
of a far more excellent and high nature, 
then that intereſt, which the 
Magiſtrate hath in his ſubje&s. Bur this 
I am confident is falſe : for the intereſt, 
which che ſupreme rate, as ſuch, 
hath in his ſubjeRs, is incereſt, als 
Tn Mo —- 


6 Self- contradiction cenſured, 
however limiced, he hath for God, and 
unto him mult be an{werable for his ma- 

ne chcreot, 

is, that Salas popult oft ſuprema 
lx, which is a truch indeed;it rightly un- 
derſtood : But being ſo applyed, as that 
the le themiclves, or any deputed 
by foal ſhall be eſteemed competent 
judges of what is neceſlary tor their own 
fafery, without the concurrence and con- 
ſent of the ſupreme Magiſtrate , tends 
utrerly, as I conceive, to take away all 
authoriry from him, yea to loole the 
bands of all humane fociery, For it ſub: 
jets ſhall Rand no longer bound in con: 
ſcience to obcy their \overaigns, then 
they themſclves ſhall eſtcem ar - 
ent, and thar it is nor neceflary to do 0s 
therwiſe, the apprehenſion of the like 
peceſsity may as well wartant children 
to withdraw their obedience from their 
parents, ſervants from their maſters,yea 
equals their friendſhip and fidelity from 
one another, Yea, though the neccl» Kaſ 
ſity be not rca'ly apprehended indeed, 
bur only pretended, and this ſupreme Felt 
law pleaded for it, and that ſubjcs, Jo 1 
x 
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eſt ſuprema lex, 
Af. What lay youthen to the caſes 


$8 Selfxcomradiiion cenſured. 
lupreme Magiſtrate, infuch cates, is not þ} « 
agaioſt him, bur for him, 

Buri would rather ſay, that in ſuch F « 
cales the known laws of cach particular F 4 
[s 

c 


ſtare, rather chen general rules of rea. 
lon and analogy, are to be reſorted to, 
and conſulted with, For in many calcs, 
the general rules of reaſon and ana- 
logy may indifferently be urged on 
either. fide : and ſupreme 
as well as their ſubje&s, wall ex 
traordi caſes, and the neceſſity of 
their own ſafery, both for their own and 
for their ſubjects ſakes. 
— is, —_— arc got at all 
| to their ſupreme iſtrates, 
bur under —_— wuz, io ps 
y,as t overn aright z an 
ceſ]ante conditions ceſſat obligario, Bur this, 
it generally underitood of all, as well 
ve as ative obedicnce, 1 preſume 
15 falle : and if it be ſo meant, that ſub: 
jets themſclves ſhall have authority, 
without the conſent of ſupreme Mag 
{trares, to determine the reQitude, or ut 
regularity of their government, and ac-W"- 
cordingly to yeild, or wichdraw _ | 
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obedience, why may not the ſame be (aid 
of all inter jours co their ſuperiours, chil- 
dren to parents , ſervants to maſters? 
Ego te meum dici tantiſper Tolo, dum quod te 
dignum eft facts, And what then (ball be- 
come of all humane authority ? 

Aﬀ. And _y ihall become of - 
the propriety, and liberry ot {ubjeds, i 
they may not lawfully defend cthem- 
ſelves, and by force of arms refiſt the 


. © unjuſt violence of their governours, and 


remove them, or conſtrain them to re- 
form their courſes > Yea, what ſhall bes 
come even of the law ot nature, which 
reacheth not onely reaſonable men, bur 
even brute beaſts, to detend themtielves, 
and the things they enjoy, againſt rapine 
and Dd > Flnchick —_— -_ chink that 
God would have whole nations letr des 
ſtiture of means, or lawtul liberty by 
thole means, to dctend themiclves 
trom the violence of particular men a- 
their authority, and making their 

2 wills and pleaſures only the rules of 
heir Government, VV hat is this clſc, bur 
Fo let looſe whe reines © a licentious, un- 
oundced {way of arbitrary govrenment, 
H32 and 
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and —_—_ 9; that 
r 
he ie I ſee you would fa fain draw me 
todeclare my felt, and to tell you what 
I think of the lawtulnels, or unlawtul- 
neſs of ſubjeRs reſiſting, and by force 
of arms detcnding themſelves againſt 
upreme Magiſtrates, and thoſe that arc 
poem Aunty ty by them, Bur in vain : 
I rold you betore, that I will not, and 
indeed cannot well tell what to relolve 
of the queſtion in general, unleſs ſome 
ſuch particular cale were d, 
as whereot all the ſeveral circumſtances 
might be {crioully confidered, and com- 
pared together, Yer for your argument, 
w ever the queſtion in general may 
g_— __ is ſuch, as will not 
you ſeek to lay 
it. For ram. caſily be retorred 
chus, W hat ſhall become of all the pre- 
eminence, propricty of prerogative, Ma- 
jeſty and Soveraignty, of Ma 
giſtrares,if ſubje&ts have Authority to de- If, © 
clare their Sovereigns aRions | 
unjuſt, and violent,and then have lawful 


liberty x0 right, or rather £0 revenge If -. 
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themſelves, and by force of arms depoſe 
their Sovereigns, or conſtrain them co 
overn {o as plealeth them > Yea what 
| become of the law ot nature, which 
teacherh not onely reaſonable mn, bur 
even brute beaſts, not to break order by 
reſiſting, where they are to be (ubjec, 
not to ic chemſelves _ contem- 
ned, where ought to be obeyed >? 
Much leſs yo, bene that God 
would have ſupreme iſtrates, who 
bear the image of his Majeſty, and go- 
vern for him, left ro the diſcretion 
of their people, and deſtirute of 
means or lawtul liberty by thoſe mcans, 
to compel them unto, and = oy — of 
order, and to puniſh them for their diſo- 
bedience, when they perceive them 
minded to make their own wills and 
pleaſures onely the rules of their 
ſlubjeRion, What is this elſe, bur to lex 
oole the reins to a licencious, unbouns 
Bcd ſway of arbitrary diſobedience, and 
| an that they may do what 
ey liſt > 
'Y Secondly, the bounds and limits, both 
_ Þfthecule and government of ſupreme 
+ i: H3 Ma- 


| 
| 
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Magiſtrates, and of the ſubjeRion and 
obedience of the people, that are under 
them, are (ct and determined by laws, 
Firſt, by the law of God; I mean as 
it is revealed in his written word. Sec- 
condly, by the law of nature, I mean as 
it is imprinecd in the minds of men, and 
there diſcovered by the light of reaſon, 
Thirdly by the law of nations : I mean 
thole common rules and principles 
commerce and ſociety, which . are genc- 
rally agreed upon by all men, Fourthly, 
by the proper and peculiar laws of evc- 
ry particular ſtate , whether ſun: 
. damental, or additional, agreed upon, 
or made by the ſupreme Magiſtrate, 
either by the advice, or with the conſent 
of the people, By all theſe laws the pro- 
prierics, both ot ſupreme Magiſtrates, 
and of their ſubje&s, the preeminence, 
prerogative, majelity, foveraignty, and 
Authority of the one, the liberty tights, 
and priviledges of the other, arc 

defined, and defended : and unto them 
the defence of theſe, and their propriety 
in theſe, doth of right belong unto 
whom the defence of thoſe laws doth 


belong:| 
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belong : and that is unto thera that bear 
the ſword, as —_—_ put into their 
hands by God, and thoſe that are war- 
ranted by them that bear it, ſupreme 
Magiſtrates I mean, and thoſe whoſe 
Authority is derived from them, Of 
| whom if ir were granted, that their ſub- 
jes might not lawfully by force of arms 
reſiſt chem, yet would it not follow, 
that therefore they' might do what they 
liſt, and had thereins of an arbitrary 
government left in their hands: for they 
F woud be no leſs bound by all the feve- 
ral ſorts of laws-before named, then if 
their people had lawful liberty in their 
own hands, to puniſh chem for rranſgre(\s 
ſing thoſe laws, Which liberry when 

aflumeumo themlclves, and plead 
for as lawful, they ſeem art leaſt to lay 
aſide the condition of inferiours, and to 


ns frog with their {uperiours- 
For ſubjects, as ſubjects, can no' more 
exerciſe the {word of juſtice, by any 


authority of their own, not derived from 
their - Sovereigns, then ſupreme Magi- 
ſtrates, as ſuch, can be accountable un- 
to any, butto God himſelf, tor the mas 


H4 naging 
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of that which as his 
pO ol.cus endoain. ahhh cs 
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{ Abiſbai, that = willing, and de> 
fixous to do it: far whalaich he, —_ 
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bes hand ag anſþ 'the Lords anointed, 
and be gwiltleſs > As . the Lord buetb, the 
Lord ſball (mite bym,or bes day ſhall come to 
dye, or he ſpall db ſcend tnto baciel , and pes 
riſb, 1 54m, 26,9,10, 

Some, I know, anſwer, that - David 
| might lawfully have lain 8a«/, and that 
his torbearing to doit was for example 
ſake, left it | imication , of bim 
ſhould have been encouraged to kill 
Kings: and that it was ſirgulare & beru- 
cum exemplum, quod boſts pepercit, Vitande 
ſcandals cauſa, Bur this aniwer feems to 
me to contradid, both ir ſelf, and the 
; text. To comtradidt ir ſelf; for that which 


| is done for cnaeapic lake, and to avoiu 


ſcandal, Sytcefſaty to te done; and ro 
do other Wiſe is unfawlol: and chere- 
fore accordi w_ ys _ if for 
thing elle, yer for example ſake, and 
to avoid | andal Dazid taht ox law- 
folly haveNain Sav?. To contradid the 
texr : for 'Prvid faith, who > that is, none 
can ftretch fortþ bis hand againſt the Lords 
anoented and be guiltleſs. David could nor 
|| have lawhully thet, which ar leaſt 
in his own opinion, no man could do 
| and 
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and be guiltleſs, But I p__= let us 
leave this queſtion : which been (o 
otren, and ſo much diſputed by Prote- 
ane Divines, againſt Anabapriſts and 
Papiſts, yea by the moderacer Papilts 
themielves, againſt thoſe of their own 
profeſſion, that call chemſelves Jeſuits, 
and are indeed the moſt notorious in- 
cendiaries of the Chriſtian world, that 


it is hard to ſay any thing now to the 
hath | rs 


-- pg not already 


—_— —— 


— 
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The queſtion, whether ſubjeis may 
reſiſt their Sovereigns helowgs not 
peculiarly to Kings 4 or Mo- 
narchs alone, but is common un- 
to them, with all ſupreme Magi- 
firates , in what form of Go- 
vernment ſoever it be. | 


Af, Er one thi I pray you, Sr, {a- 
Y we me in however In chat 
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which you have ſaid, concerning the 
cautions in this 'cale propounded by 
ſome, and principles pleaded by others, 
I obſerve that you have not only of pur- 
poſe forborn ro anſwer directly to the 
queſtion, bur likewiſe to uſe the' word 
Monarch, or King, inſtead thereot ſay- 
ing the ſupreme Magiltrate, or Sove- 
reign: which, if it were done ly, 
I ſhould be glad to underſtand the rea- 
{on of, a 

Judge, I confels I did jt purpolely:nor 
| to avoid that odjum and prejudice 

which' many gnen are t00 apt to enter- 


rain ua all choſe, whom they think 
a 


to caſt {cornupon, when they call them 
Monarchiſts,or Royaliſts: for I have long 
o learned to eſteem all unjuſt aſper- 
$, and uncharitable cenſures, worthy 
onely of negle&, But the reaſon why I 
did it was, that you might take occaſi- 
on thereupon to obſerve, that whatſoevc r 
is faid in this queſtion, concerning the 
lawfulneſs, or unlawfulneſs of tubjecty 
refiſting, or defending themlelves by 
force of arms, belongs not peculiarly 
to Kings, or Monarchs alone, bur is com- 
mon 
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mon unto chem, with all ſupreme Ma- 


giſtrates in what form of Govrnment ſo, 
ever it be, And therefore it to maintain 
the affirmative be to oppoleMonarchical 


ment, it muſt be as well prejudis Þ 


cial unto any other form:and it it be ne- | 


ceſlary for the preſervation of any ſtate 


whatſoever, to maintain the negative, | 


it will be as neceſlary that ir ſhould be 
maintained for the preſervation of the 
ſtace of Kings, For the diſtinion of 
= duties of ner Tay thoſe 
that are to be gov m,cqual- 
ly concerns all ſtates under heaven; and 
the confuſion of them hath the like intlu- 
ence upon a Republick, as it hath u 

a Monarchy: except there be this diffe- 
ference, that as Monarchy is a more pers 
fe& form of Government,then any other 


ſoa little blemiſh may ſooner be ſeen, 


and will appear more odious, and dan» 
gerous in it, then in any other form, and 
+ hand the more carefully a- 
voided, 


SECT. 
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S tc Tr. XXVII. 


Means warranted by God, as ef- 
| fefinally conducible to any end, 
| muſt not be refuſed, orneglected, 
| wnder any preteuce to the contra: 

ry whatſoever. 


Aﬀ.T Ec this then, if you pleaſe, ſuffice 
| = your firſt caution, rhat be- 
fore I reſolve upon the uſe of any 
means, as effeually conducible to an 
end, I muſt try and examine the lawtul- 
neſs of it, both in it ſelf, and unto me, 1 
pray you now go on unto the reſt. 
wdg. The fecond ſhall be this, VVhat- 
ever means is commanded by God, and 
warranted by his word, as effeQually 
conducible to any end, you muſt not 
negleQ or be diflwaded and diſcourag- 
ed from the uſe of it, how improba- 
ble loever, yea or impoſſible iu may 
ſeemes be, in the eye of humane ſenſe 
&jreaſon,thar it will be effeRually con- 
; ducible 
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ducible, and available, unto the end it 
ſtould be uſed for, Thus that the walls 
of Jericho may fall down, Joſhaa and the 
Iiraclircs, by Gods direCtion, mult coms 
pals the city, and go round abour it 
with the Ark, once a day fix dayes to- 
gether, and ſeven times tne ſeventh wh 
leven Prieſts muſt blow betore the Ark, 
with ſeven trumpets of fams hors, 
and when they make a long blaſt, chen 
all che pzople muſt ſhour with a great 
ſhout, J.ſ,6.2,%c, and doing fo the walls 
of Jericho tell lat before them, Thus the 
means to be delivered from the danger 
they were in by the Caldeans, which 
God by the Prophet Jeremiah direQted 
Zedekiah and the men of Jeruſalem, was 
ro go out of the city and fall ro the Cals 
deans, Jer, 21,9. Jer. 38.17, 20, which 
becaule they neglcRed to hearken unto, 
the thing chat chey feared fell upon 
them, Jer, 39.1. Although, as the ſame 
Prophet ſpeaketh, Lam, 12, The Kings of 
the earth, and all the enbabitants of the world 
would not have believed , that the adverſary 
andthe enemy ſhould bave entred into the 


gates of Jeruſalem, 
Af. 
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Aﬀ. True, Sr. but thele direQions 
were given by ſpecial immediare reve- 
lation from God himſelf : whichas you 
{aid before, is not to expected now a- 
dayes, nor ca(ily believed, either in ou# 


ſelves, or others. And therefore this caus. 


| tion, at leaſt theſe examples, may ſeem 
to be bur of lictle uſe now. 
Judg, It you think ſo, you are deceis 
ved : for theſe examples ferve {uthcients 
ly co prove the neceſſity, and excellent 
ule of this caution : which is general,and 
reſpets .not thoſe diretions alone, 
which are given by ſpecial and immedi 
ate revelation from God, bur likewiſe 
thole, which are guided by general 
rules recorded in his written word : the 
truch whereof is no lels certain, being 
rightly applyed unto particular caſes 
now adayes, then it God himſelf from 
heaven ſhould utrer them, as is evident 
by that ' compariſon, which $t, Peter 
makes between the word of peophecie 
concerning Chriſt recorded in Scripture, 
andthe voice from heaven, which they 
heard when they were with him in the 
holy mount, 2 Pet,1,18,19, and by _ 
whic 
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which our Saviour in the parable ſaith 


ro the ſame purpole, Zute 16,31, and | 


more plainly to the Jews, 


the writings of Afoſes and his own words, | 


Jobs. 5. 47. And according unto this 


rulc, when Solowan taith, if the ſprrit of | 
the ruler riſe up ag ainff ek : leave not thy | 

ace : for yie aafieth great ll 
pl p x ov 


Ecel, 10,4. how contrary foever 
re&tion may leem to. che  wayes of hu- 


mane wiſdom, yet it is better to obey | 

humble ſubmiſkon to, then F 
men , wile foever - they may | 
ſecm to be, by obſtinate opoſttion of tu- | 
preme aurhoriry z according tothe coun- | ; 
ſel of Solomon, Eccl, 8, 2,8cc. 50 the par» | 


ticular practice of paſſive abedience , in 
ſuffering n_ —_ » is More a» 
01 


will of God, and « 


recable unt 
Cn—o—_— to advance his glory, and 
credit the Goſpel ot Chriſt, by putcing 
to filencethe ignorance of fooliſh men, 
and winning them thar not the 
word, then to reſt, and detend our 
ſelves by force againſt rhe conſent, and 
withour the warrant of thoſe, in whom 


the ſupreme authority on carth _— | 
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SECT, XXVIII 


Means probably deſtruSive of the 

ſupreme muſt not be ut | 
poſſubly they might be available | 
for ſubordinate ends, 


Af. Etthis ſuffice likewiſe fot your 

| cond caution, that the mean 
which are warranted by Gods direEtion, 
as effeQually conducible to any end,muſt 


not be refuicd, or heglefed, under any | 


retence whatſoever to the contrary, 
har ſhall the third be > 
Judg, The third ſhall be this, What 
ever means is effe&ually conducible 
unto any particular ſubordinate end, 
how good toever, if withal it be de- 
ftructive of, or inconſiſtens with the fu- 
pretfie and general end, you muſt re- 
ſolve to let it alone, and not ro meddle 
with it, Thus they of Ceſares, and t 
that were of Pauls company , thou 


they carneſtly deſired, that he would 
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not go up to Feruſalem, 
his carrying from 
preſerye his lite and Ii 
they ſaw __ ling m_ 
as not W to 
deprived of thar Ar 
Ys which there he -_ have, t@ do 
bercer ſervice, in teſtifying the Gol- 
pel of che grace of Gods they ceaſed, 
ſaying, The will of the Lord be done, Acts 
21,14, On the contrary, when our Sas 
viour began to ſhew to his dilci 
| tharhe muſtgo to Jeruſalem, and there 
luffer and be killed, Peter in Kindneſs 
would counſel him better, as he » 
ſayings Be «t far from thee, Lord, this 
not be wnto thee: but he receives this ſharp 
ly.Get thee bebrode me,Satanybes art an 
offence unto me 1 for thou ſauoreſt not the 
gs that be of God, but thoſe that be. of men. 
M@.16.21,22,22, And afterward, when 
he would needs be as buſy with his ſword 
w defend, as before he had beach with 
his __ to diſlwade his maſter from 
danger, he meets with the like reproot 
again, not without a ſevere comming- 


tion of revenge for — A— Put up 


again 
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ain thy ſword into bis place: for 'all they 


Mat:26.53.5St, Jobn, the dilciple whom 
Jeſus loved, who leaned on his breaſt at 


tupper, hath ir, Put up thy ſword into the | 


ſbeath, Fon 18. As it he knew, that « 
fubjes ſword out of the ſhearh yo” 
in its place, unleſs by Sovereign Aurho- 
rity it had been called forth, And our 


Saviour, as if he himſelf had been} 


bound in conſcience to make reſtitution 
for the wrong that his ſervant had done 
mſt his will, hcals the ſervants car 
that Peter had cut off : and that not with- 
out a kinde of leave asking, Suffer ye 
thus far, Luke 22, $1, And yerl 

no Chriſtian darcs deny, but that m the 
exerciſe ot that Ys G0 Pets 
then did offer to refiſt, was malc- 
adminiſtration in the higheſt degree, It 
ever power were abuled, it was when 
Chriſt himſelf was apprehended by it, 
yet in Chriſts own quarrel, againſt che 
officers of Aznas and Caiphas, Chriſt 


hunſclt faich ro Peter, Put wp thy ſwerd 


zmto bis place, into the ſbeath, Not that our 
Saviour wanted power to make his 
party 


at take the ſword ſbal periſh with the ſword, | 
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: for he adds m the nex 


| 4 Thu eff thou, that 1 cannot now pray 


to my father, and he jball grve me 
twe tons of angels > bur, 'as ir fol 
lows,uerſe. 54. Mow then ſhall the Scrip» 
wres be fulfilled, char chus it muſt be ? 
The preſervation of Chriſts: liberry and 
life, was in it (cif a good end, and a good 
| {ubordinare and; 1o long as it 
forthe advancement ofthe glory 
general {upreme end, that is 
as his hour was not yet come, 
and (o- long he hicoſelf provided-for ir} 
bue when the Scripture was to be ftul- 
filled, which -had faid, he Gould be 
numbered | the rra 
and make his an offcring for fin, 
Iſa. 53.10, &c. when God was to be 
more glorihed by his death, then he 
would be by his life ; then neither ©: 
thers, nor himſclf, muſt any.longer in- 
terpoſe for his preſervation, dcli- 
verance. No, not though he were pros 
voked unto it, not onely by one of 
the malefaRtors, that was hanged, and 
by the ſouldiers, that crucified him, 
bur likewiſe by x rulers, and «bc 
3 "Cor L, 


| 


lo long 
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rules of art could reach | 
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SncCY. AXIX. 


What means in their uſe are incon- 
ſiſtent with, or contrary to the 
advancement of the gloty of 
God. 


Af. Dur how ſhall I know what 
_ | 1 oh are inconſiſtent with, or 
| contraty co the general ſupreme end of 
| all chings, the advancement of the glory 
Ft of God# 

' Juag, By that, which I told you be- 
fore, in the firſt caution ; it they be ſuch, 
| asthe uſc thereot is, cither unlawful in it 
* (elf, ox unto you. For herein, ſaith our 

Saviour, 1s my father glorified, that ye bear 
much fruit : ſo ſhall ye be my diſciples, Jobs, 
15.8, and the fruit chat God expeds 
from men, to the end that he be glorifi- 
ed by them, is obedience, 1 Sam, 15,22, 

23. Our Saviour of himfelt faith, 7 hate 
glorified thee on the eartl': 1 1.57% (11j)1cd the 
work, whech thou veſt me 0 do, John 17.4, 

2ndto his diſciples, Lt your light ſo ſhine 
| T I 4 before 
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and glorifte your F ather, which is 1n bedVen, 
a6 % to the end that Chriſti- 
may ſhine as lights in the world, St, 
+ dire&ion IN: Do 


Togee be nermerig nd Sip 
6 rn of Gd, vue rebuke, in the med 
ts. Whenany I cad cably 
ed word of God, which - 


nified above all bis name,Pſal.138, 2. as 


his glory is advanced, Bus when 


thing is done contrary thereunto, he is | 


diſhonoured, Not every one that ſaith unta 
we, Lord, Lord, ſball enter into the kingdom 
of beaven ; but be that deth the will of my 
my father, which 1s in heaven, Mat. 7, 11, 
The draweth nigh unto me with therr 
» and honoureth me with therr lips : but 
their beart is far from me, But in Tein a 
they worſb;y me, teaching for dofirmes the 
commandme uts of men, Mat. 1 5,8,g.That is 
done to Gods diſhonour,what ever it be, 
and under what pretence ſoever, which 
- ——_— the tale of his revealed 
w 


befere meugthat they may ſee your good works, | 


SECT, | 
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SECT, XXX. 


| Whether the glory of God may be 
advanced by the flarnf aun; | 


Af. lory of God then never ads 
_ the fins of men? Doth 
aye Sr, Paul poke, that the trath of 
nas bop a matris 
| lie, is chrome Rom 3.7, and doth 
he not expe lay,that where fin atounded, 
grace did much mor: abound + Rom, 
5.20, 
Judg, It is true, that God, who in 
the creation brought light our of dark- 
neſs, yea made all things of nothing,can 
hds he plcaſeth bring good onr ot evil, 
ang railc r eo him(elf our of thoſe 
ations, whereby he is moſt of all 
a Yer we cannot (a 
_—_ tus glory 1s advanced © pow any 
ation, bur only that is advanced 
init,or through it, Not by it, as by the 
caule,but ga ir,or through u;as the _— 
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fion. And if this were a ſufhcient war. 
rant for a man to do any thing amiſs, 
that God will work himſclt honour our 
of ir, the ſame plea might ſerve to juſti- 
any the moſt hainous offences, and 
enormous crimes, that the devil him- 
ſelf can ever deviſe to tempt- men to, 
Our rule then muſt be co enquire, not 
what is inconſiſtene with, or cont ro 


V Szcr. 
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Se cr. XXXI. 


| Some megns ſometiznes probably cone 

ducible to the ſupreme end prin- 

cipal, if neceſſarily defiructive of, 

© or a, with, a panes 

_ ſubordinate end, are not alwayes 
-- robe nſad. 1 +> + 


Aﬀf much for che thasd, that narens 
uled, oo _ 
not be he be, &- 
| wailable rn Sane, ahwyAry, Henk 
the fourth caveat > 
Judg. The: fourth 13 this, What ever 
means 1s efiectually condacible unto the 
ſupreme aud general tnd of all | 
withal it be deftrudtive inconſ 
with, the particular dinate end, 
for which you ftand i , you muſt 
zelabve to let it alone, not to med- 
die with it, unleſs the particular tub. 
oxdinate cnd it lclf be ſuch, as phy 
Ors 
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unto the general ſupreme end : and un- 
lefle that means be {o neceſſary, that the 
general ſupreme end cannot be ob- 
rained without it by any other means, 
Thus for ther rhat preach the on 
conducible unto the advancement of the 
of God : who hath ordained, that 
is tawgbt in the word ſbould com: 
municate unto bim that teacheth bim in all 


4 
SE 
2.2 


F 
TS RES P4324 m— eas mem aac... 


o) 
38 
3 6. 


Fi 


forborn, without any hinderance at all 


— 


— A 


on 


Self-comradifion cenſured. 115 
other effeRt, of another nature and of 
more important conſequence, likely to 
follow therc upon, rather then run the 
hazard whereof, it were better to for- 
pms pe — | w—_ 
and wait the opportuni ome Os 
ther means, that nr lubje&t to 
the like inconvenience, JE 
intending war againſt domites, 
thought it a good means to firengthen 
ing 100000, mighty men 
acl for 100000, ta- 
lents of filver : but being warned by a 
iftance of the 
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he underſtood that 1t was better, and 
thacche lols of halt the people would 
nor have been a matter ot {0 great im- 

ce, as the hazzard of his perſon 


onely, 2 Sam.18.2, &ec, 


— —_——_ 


SzcT. XXXIL. 

Men eminently virtuous, Of notori- 
ouſly vicious bow far tobe truſt: 
ed, ad afbwed unto, or ſbunned 
and declined, 


Afﬀf.Clr, I thank you : you have ſaid fo 
Js alrcady, to give me fatib- 


fation in thole two particulars, whercin 
mm _ our advice, concerning 
the ends which | ought 


—_ mr the means, 
which I ſhould uſe to thole ends z that 


now, for the othce two, chat 


lary to them in the bane!, ſends him 
away. I Sam29. $0 though David had 
a minde to go forth with the people ro 
bamcl againit 4tiſolom, yet was he caſi- 
ly periwaded to-tarry in the city, when 
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eſteem, which 1 ought to have them itr 
whom I obſerve to be richly adorned, 
with eminent graces, or notorioufl 
overtaken with talſe opinions, or evil 
practiſes, I think I may be able to 
anſwer my (elf ; ws, char I mult onely 
ſo far and adhere unto the former, 
as I finde both their covds and means to 
be good 3 and onely (© far forth decline 
ſhun the latter, as I fee that they 
cicher propole unto themſelves ſome 
| evil ends, or uſc bad mcans, of 
to attain unto thoſe ends, which they 
propole unto themſelves, whether good 
or bad. For by your former ſpeech I 
| perceive, you would have nothing falſe 
or evil, embraced, nor any thing that is 
| true and good indeed, rejefted, upotr 
occaſion, or under any pretence 
oever ; nor any thin ed up- 
werted.titnr pond endinne, or cul 
and falſe, our of any relpeR, that cither 

partiality, or prejudice, in any kinde 

4 ef erty bo rule 
gion ſhall manifeſtly make it appear 

to beach, : 


} 
, 
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Sect. XXXIL. 


Portiality aud prejudice two great 
4 of afuſten the 
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knew what the tidings were, 2 Sam as. 
27, And Gedaliah would not believe, 


that ſbmaet incended — 1s 
wards him, thaugh "ro Aon and all the 
captains of the forces, thar were ju che 
— — 
Jer.40.13, &c. jb, though to 
pleaſe the Lords of the Philiſtines he 
yeeld-ro caſhier David and his men, yer 
will not forgoe his good opinion of him, 
r Sam, 291 6, &c, Bur on the contrary, 
Joab ill nos be waded, thae AdSner, 
who formerly -had made himfſelt Qirong: 
for the houſe of Saul, came to Davidro 
Hebron, with amy, other intent, buronely- 
av a ſpie todeceive him, 2 Sam, 3. 25, 
and afraidof David, his own fon Jona- 
thawgoes it» danger of his life, if be offer 
bur ro-ſpeak a+ good word for him, 
1 Saris, 20, Fa &c. Yea David himſelf 
a___ Nanderous report of Zi- 
ba, will ſcarce give good Mephiboſberb 
lewertd plead his own innocencic, bur 
cuty him off from his juſt apologie, wich 
han aeaant $— ſpeakeſt thew any 
mor” 
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more of thy matters > I have ſaid, Thou aud 
Ziba druide the land, 2 Sam, 1g, 29. 
And therctore it hath alwayes been one 
ſpecial point of Satans ſubtilty-to garniſh 
errours with great names, and to caſt all 
the ſcorn and contempr, that poſſibly he 
can, uponthe patrons of eruth ; rogerhet 
with an © ing opinion of ſome 
mens worth, to o into the minds of 
the myltrude an implicit perſwaſion, 
that they mult not entertain any finifter 


{uſpition of any thing that is {ajd or done F 
by them and by iviuſing into theirat- | 


teRtions, an utrer diſlike of other mens 
perlons, to turn their ſtomachs againſt 


any wry that they (ce practiſed or ap- 


proved _ _ Balak _—— 
queſtion, bur he prevail | 
liracl, il he have Balaam on his fide: for 
laith he, 1 zote that be whom thow bleſſeſi 
bleſſed, and he whom thou curſeſt is curſed, 
Num.,22 6, And Micah having entertain» 
ed a prieſt of his own conlecration in 
his houſe, ſaith, Now 1 know that abe Lord 
will do me good, ſeeing 1 bauve Leviteto my 
Prieſt, Judg. 17,12, 13. Yea Simon the 
lorcerer, giving out that I 
ome 
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ſome great one, fo bewitched the 
ple of *amaria, that they all had regard 
and gave heed unto him, from the leaſt 
tothe greateſt, ſaying , This man is the 
un power of God, Atts 8.9,8&c. On 
the other fide, Abab,bating Mic atab,bath 
no minde to hear him, yea though he 
knoweth, and telleth Jeboſbaphaz, thar 
by him = may ire of the Lord, 
yer he reſolves before he ſhall hear 
no youu bur evil from him, 3 Kings 22, 
8. This made St Paul have fo much adoe 
a the Corinthians, becauſe there 
| were (ome, that thought of him, as it he 
| walked according to the fleſh, and ſtuck 
| not to {ay plainly, His Lodily preſence 18 
weak, and bys ſpeech contemprible, 2 Cor,10, 
2, 16, Thus the chict Pricſts and Pharis 
lees, yea even Nathantel, an liraclice in 
whom was noguile, at firſthad an hard 
opinion of our Saviour himſelf, for his 
very countrys lake, Search and look, for 
out of Galilee ariſeth no Propet, (ay they, 
Jobs, 7.53, Aud can there any good thing 
come out of Nazareth, \aith he, Jobs 1,46, 
Thele asthe rwo great rubs, that uſually 
lie in the way of religion, 1 ſuppoſe Se. 
K 2 Paul 
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Paul endeavours to remove from a- 
the Corinthians, when he 

have them learn not to think of 
men above that which is written, that 


%H 


and ſhall le turned to fables, 
2 Tim. 4.3, 4. And therefore that gene- 
ral rule which he gives. 1 Theſ,$.21, is of 


perpetual uſe, Prove all things : bold fa 
that which 15 good, 


© 

a 
h 
ct 
at 
o1 
re 
in 
by 
on 


SECT. 
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SecT. XXXIV, 


What difference is to be made be: 
tween the opinions and practiſes 
of men eminently wertuons, and 

| notoriouſly wicious. 


Af. Ould you have men make no 
INES ANOIG the 
Opinions iſes, of thoſe that 
—— Lhcen to be orthodox, 

| , and religious, and thoſe whoſe 
| credit hath already been crackt, and li- 
| ableto juſt ion for errors and en- 
ormitics, whereot _ may be appa- 
rently convicted > For I pretume your 
inſtances given reach not ſo far, 
bur onely to falle, or vain, unjuſt, or un- 
Gn ſuſpirtions onely, 
do you think itis to no purpoſe, that 
our Saviour ſaith, A good tree b11ge!t rot 


forth corru t ; neither Loth a corrupt 
tree bring fr good fruit, &c, Lat, 6,47, 
44:4 5+ 


Ky Jaag, 
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Fudg, Yes I deny not, bur there is a 
great difference to be made , between 
the opinions and practiſes of men emi- 
nently verruous or vitious indeed; yea, it 
they be but generally reputed, and 
eſteemed ſuch ; but that difference muſt 
reachno further, but untothe firſt ap. 
prehenſion which we have of them, not 
to the final reſolution, whereupon we 
muſt fertle, and fer up our reſt, The 
confideration of the perions, whole opi- 
nions or practiles they are, may give us 
juſt occaſion ro ſuſpend the cenfſures, 
which at firſt we may think them wor- 
thy of, until we have further cxa- 
mined and tried them, Or rather indeed 
for the honour that we owe to 
truth and holineſs, and the deteſtation 


which we ſhould have falſhood and | 


wickedneſs in, we ought to do to, 
Bur when it comes to the upihor, that 
we areto reſolve which fide we will fit 
down upon, or as our Saviour {peaks 
of the choice we would make berween 
two maſters, whether we will hate rhe 
one , and love the other, or clſe hold co 
the one, and deſpiſe the other, then the 
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adherent circumſtances of the perſons 
muſt be wholly laid aſide, and the things 
themſelves muſt be conſidered, as they 
are, or as they ought to be : otherwile 
we may be much miſtaken, An hand- 
ful, ycaa grain of wheat is no lels good 
corn, becaule it is covered with an hea 
of chaffe, and rarcs are tares, although 
they be ſhed amongſt good feed, Dead 
flies will fend forth der, ſavour, 
even in the oyntment of the Apothecary: 
eds Shietincttomndes. 
valued, although it be found in a ſwines 
ſnour, Bur it may be you look for cx- 
amples rather then fſimilirudes: and the 
holy Ghoſt in Scripture hath furniſhed 
us with thoſe, as well as theſe, Thar 
mirrrour of divine, and miracle of hu- 
mane wiſdom Solomon, even he whoſe 
name was called Jedidiah, beloved of 
the Lord, 2 Sam.12.25, yetloved man 
ſirange women, who when he was old 
turned away his hcart after other gods, 
1 Kings 11,1,8&c, Even Peter, that made 
that famous confeſſion concerning our 
Saviour, Thou art the Chriſt the ſor of the 
lrving God, and received from him tht 

K 4 excels 


man Bars Jons, for fleſb and blood hath not 


revealed it unto thee, but my Father which it 
in heaven : ſhortly after 7 Fn to 
adviſe his maſter, —_ =— 
own good, receives , 
Get thee behinde me Satan, thou art au of- 
fence anto me: for thou net the 
things that be of God, but thoſe that be C 
men, Mai, 16,16, &c, And 

ſeemed to be a pillar, yet St, Paul, he 
he (ſaw that he was to beblamed,made no 
ſcruple to withſtand him to his face, Gal, 
2,9, 11, It werecafie to be almoſt inf. 
nite in inſtances of this Kkinde : and to 
confeſs the ruth, it is a more ordinary 
thing to finde a little folly in him, that 
is in reputation for etiiem endinnm, 
as Solomon (peaks,Eecclef, 10,1, then to ob- 
lexve in them, that are notoriouſly evil, 
any thing worthy of praiſe and imirarti- 
on, And yet we are not altogether de- 
ſtirure of examples to that purpoſe. Even 
Balaam that loved the wages of un- 
righteouſneſs, 2 Per.2,15, yet bleſſed 11- 
racl more then once, Num. 23, and =_ 
_ Ahab, that did fell himfelf ro 


LY 
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wickednels, and did very abominably in 
following idols, yet cook ſo to heart 
the judgemenes threatened againſt 
him and his houſe by the Eli- 
jab, that be rext bis clothes, and put ſack- 
cloth upon brs fleſh, and faſted, and lay m 
ſackcloth,and went ſoftly, 1 Kings 21.25,&c. 
gp mortion,he fent unro'all 
the children of Iracl, and garhered 
the Prophets of Baa! together unto 
mount Carmel, and permitted them by 
Eljabs direRion, to be apprehended and 
{lain, 1 Kvmgs 18, 20, &ec, Jebw took no 
heed to walk in the law of the Lord 
God of Ifracl with all his heart : yet he 
deſtroyed Baal out of Iiracl, and did 
well in executing that which was right 
in the eycs of the Lord againſt the 
| houſe of Abb, 2 Kings 10.28,8c, Even 
| Pilate,that condemned ous. Saviour,and 
Judas that berrayed him, and one of the 
thicyes that was crucihed with him, 
teſtified his innocence, Yea the Devil 
himſelt acknowledged Chriſt to be the 
_— of God, Lak, 3, 34. and Paul 
and his companions to be the (crvants 
| ofthe moſt hi a ** 

| W 
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which they preached, the way of fal- 
vation, Ats 16.17, $0 hard ir is, or ra- 
ther impolsible ro finde any wildom 
or g s upon carth ſo pure and 
perte&, but that there may be oblerved 
1n it ſome courle allay of errour, igno- 
rance, or evil; which ought to be en- 
rertained with no more reſpeR, then 
poylon in a golden cup : and (carce is 
chere any man fo Ro_y given over 
to a reprobate mind, but that in one par- 
ticular or other, at leaſt now and then, 
ſome beams of truth, and ſparks of ho- 
neſty, may be diſcovered in his words 
and ations, which ought no more to 
be reje&ed, or deſpiſed, then pearls in 
a dunghil oeouatm under foot, And 
though it be true, which you alledg, 
that every tree 1s known by bis own fruit : and 
that out of the abundance of the beart the 
mouth ſpeaketh : to which you may add 
tharol Se Janes, Fam, 3,11, 12, Doth 8 
fountain ſend forth, at the ſame place, ſweet 
water and bitter > Can 8 fig-tree bear olrue 
berries ? either a Vine figs? ſo can no foun: 
tain both yield ſalt water and freſh. Yet 
withall you muſt remember what the 


Prophet 
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Prophet Jeremiah ſaith, The beart is de- 
cettful above all things, and deſperately wick» 
ed, who can know nt > Jer. 17.9. and St, 
Paul, Gal 6,3,4, If a man think bimſelf to 
be ſomthing, nben be is nothing, he decerueth 
himſelf, But let every man prove bis own 
work, and then ſhall be bave rejoycing in 
himſelf alone and not tn another, A re- 

encrate man hath not one fountain a» 
one in him, but two; a fountain of na- 
ture, and a fountain of grace : and that 
of nature is never {0 quite dried vp in 
this life, but that it army be 
dropping, it not ring out ſome of 
irs 4.9, be tt a—_ And though 
unregenerate men be not trees of righte- 
ouſneſs, that planting of the Lord, which 
bringeth forth ſpiriual fruits of grace, 
yet many times there may be gathered 
from them thoſe bloſloms ot truth, and 
buds of moral obedience, which a ſan&ti- 
hed ſervant of God, for the matter of his 
opinions and prodtiles, need neither be 
aſhamed, nor afraid to uſe : and hav- 
ing brought them, as metal, ro the royal 
ſtandard of the word, and tryed them 
there, if the fault appear robe want of 

weight 
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weight or fineneſs onely, he may let 
them pals for good bullion, though not 
for currant com, And it every tree be 
- known by his own fruit, it is not & 
nough to look upon the fruit,but we muſt 
caſt it roo, that we may know what 


Linde the tree is of, And when we have {| 


all done, it is not the taſting of ſome 
fruir alone, that can aſſure us the reſt, 
that comes from the ſame tree, is all 
of the ſame kinde, unleſs withal we can 
certainly cell, wherher the ſtock and 
branches all grow naturally of them- 
ſelves r, or have been on: 
Nay , by the different caſt of the 
fruir, we may peri[wade our ſelves, that 
either the (ap is not the ſame, wherewith 
it was nouriſhed, or not alike conveyed 


unto it. 
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CHETE—— 


Ss cr, XXXV, | 


A multinde muſt. not be followed to 
| do evil, nor the doing of good 
| abſtained from, bit be to 
avoid the _e a multitude 
of evil doers otherwiſe. 


Af. His that you ſay peradventure 
may be true concerning the 0- 
pinions and praRtices of ſome few parti- 
cular perlons,that I ſhould not take them 
upon cruſt from them that are general- 
ly well eſteemed of, nor reje& them be- 
cauſe they come from ſuch men, as are 
commonly ill reported of : but what 
| ſhall I do, when I ſec ſuch opinions 
| and practiſes _ received, or 
rejected, by w multirudes,it may 
be by all, chatl either know or have 
heard of, to be ſuch > 
Jadg, In ſuch a caſe you have the leſs | 
cauſe to be doubriul z bur yer withall % 
| Take heed you be nor roo confident : for MN 
you 


1; 2 Self- contradiction cenſured, 
you muſt not follow a multitude to do 
evil; no, nor abſtain from doing good, 
though it be to avoid the ſociety of a 
multitude of evil doers otherwiſe, A 
multicude of honeſt well meaning men 
may be lcd aſide, out of the wayes of 
truth and holinels, into the by-paths of 
crrour and wickednefs, by the ſubril ſug- 
geſtions of a few deceivers ; and the dc» 
vil himſclt doth not alwayes work fo 
powerfully in the children of dilobedi- 
ence, but that ſome good opinions and 
practiſes may be retained, even among(t 
whole multitudes of them, Thus for the 
former, ten of the twelve men, that 
were (ent to ſcarch the land of Canaan, 
bringing up an evil report of the land, 
which they had ſearched, fer all the con- 
gregation of the children of Iſrael on 
murmuring ; ſo that Caleb and Foſbus' 
could nor (til them:yer Aoſes & Aaron re- 
garded not the greater number;nay God 
himſelt rook part with the two againſt 
the ten, Numb, 13.and 14, Two hundred 
men out of Jeruſalem, that went in their 
iimplicity, and knew not any thing, 
were drawn into ation of rebellion 
againſi 
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againſt David, by his traiterous ſon Abs 
py the conſprracy was ſirong, faith 
the text, for the people 1ncreaſed continually 
with Abſolom, 2 Sam, 15, 11, 12. One 
Benjamue, a man of Belral, Shebs the 
{on of Bichri, with a blaſt of a rrum- 
per, and a words _—_ draws all the 
men of Iſrac}, rogoup trom after Ds. 
vid, to follow him : even then, when 
they were in the heat of their quarrel 
with the men of Judah, for pretending 
more intereſt in David, then themſelves 
were willing to acknowledge that they 
had, 2 Sam, 19.and 29, VWhen Peter art 


| Antroch withdrew,and ſeparated himſelf, 


fearing them that were of the circum- 
ciſfion, the orher Jews difſembled like- 


 wiſc with him, inſomuch that Barnabas 


allo was carried away with their diſh- 


|; mulation: yer Sc, Paul withſtood him 


to his face, and ſticks notto fay plainly, 
that he was to be blamed, and that they 
walked not uprightly according to the 
truth of the Goſpel, Gal. 2, 11, &c, So 
for the later, The Phariſces, though hy- 
pocrites, and ſuch as had made the word 
of God of none effcR by their traditions: 
yer 
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ye. inthe point of the reſurrection were 
to orthodox, that in behalt thereot they 
make a party tor St. Paw/againit the Sads 
ducees, Atis 23,6, 8c, Thus Feſtas ſaith, 
It 1s not the manner of the Romans to.deltuer 
any man: ta die, before that be which: 1s accu- 
ſed, have the accuſers face to face, and bave 
licence to: anſwer for bimſelf,, concerning 
the creme layd againſt bim, As 25.46, and 
verſe, 27: 1t ſeemeth unto me unreaſonable 
toſend a priſoner, and not withal to ſg 
the crimes laid againſt him, Though 
Romans were in things given up 
untoa reprobare minde, as St, Paw! coms 
plains, Rom, 1, 28, yer this care in the 
publick adminiſtration of juſtice, to pros 
ceed, not upon ſuſpicions or ſurmaſes, 
bur ſecundum allegata & probata, was no- 


thing the lels comme e in-them, or || 


neceſſary to be practiſed by others, For 
as the ſame Apoſtle ſpeaks, Rom, 2.14, 
15, When the Gentiles, which bave not the 
lap, do by nature the things contained tn the 
lam,theſe having net the lam are s law unto 
themſelves, Which ſhew the work of the 
law written 11: their hearts : therr conference 
alſo bearing mitaeſs, and their thoughts the 
mean 


LIES 


_ 


un 1 wy 4 cunſg co 
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anatber, Therefore, as it followes verſe 
27, Shall not uncireumciſion, which is by 
nature, if it fulfil the law, judge thee who by 
- letter and circumes fron doſt tranſgreſs the 
law » And as our Saviour, fat. 12, 4t, 
43, threareneth the Jews, that the men of 


| Nineve, and the Queen of the ſouth, —_ 


in judgement with them, and condem 
; becawſe theyrepented at the = 
of run and ſhe came from the 

parts of P_—_ bear the m{dom of *0- 
lomon, yet they negleRed regarded 
not him, chough greazr then Jon, and 
greater then So/omon, $0 if we take up- 
on us to be more fincerely affefted unto 
ruth and holineſs, then other men are, 


' and ſuffer our (elves,in marrer of 
| orpraRiile, to be overiwaied & carried 


away with partiality and prejudice, that 
we would rather ſci! the Las yrs PUT» 
chaſe the diſpleaſure of them, whoſe 

we have in admiration becauſe 
of advancage ; and hazard the comfort 


of a conlcience, b leting the 
5-5 any of the nocellary dncimaher we 


* owe to others, rather then incur an 


L unjuſt 
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unjuſt uncharicable cenſure , ſuch as the 
Jews caſt on our +aviour himſelf, when 
they called him a friend of Publicans 
and ſinners, thole honeſt hearhens 
ſhall riſe up in judgment againſt us, 
and condemn us, that ſaid, Amicus 
Socrates, amicus Plato,ſed magis amica Veri- 
tas: &,Tros Tyriuſque mibi nullo diſcrumine 
agetur, Yea, we cur iclves ſhall be our 
own judges, cither that we profeſs that 
which we ſhould nor, becaule we pra- 
Riſe not that which we profeſs; or elle 
that we practiſe not that which we 
we ſhould, becauſe we profels that 
which we praQtiſe not, And {elt-con- 
contradicion, in what kinde ſoever, in 
word or deed, or both, muſt of neceflity 
be ſelf-condemnation: unleſs we can pros 
duce ſome authentical charter from 
heaven, whereby we our ſelves are pri- 
viledged, exempred from the common 
condition of mankind, and allowed li- 
berry, as often as we liſt, ro new mould 
the nature of truth, and to make our own 
expedience alone the rule of our obedi- 
ence both to God and man. 

SECT, 
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SECT. XXXVI. 
T he (oncluſton, 


4-QIr, I thank you for this favour, in 
; that you have thus freely impars 
red your minde unto me. And now me- 
thinks ſome of thole things, which you 
have (aid,in an{wer unto my de jt 
rightly applyed, might be of good ule, 
for the deciding ot thoſe differences, 
wherewith our Charch and Common- 
wealth are now diſtracted, 

Judg, I doubt not but they might ; 
and to that purpole 1 often make uſe 
of them my ſelf in private, for mine 
own ſatisfationz& ſo may you do, if you 
will. Bur I will not preſume in a buſmets 
ot lo great importance, to publiſh mine 
own opinion to others, unl-1s by aurtho- 
rity I were required, or allowed fo ro 
do, And,to deal plainly with you, I 
think, that though you,and 1, and others, 
may privately fcck (arisfaRtion for our 

L 2 ſclves, 
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ſelves, and finde it, according to that in- 
formation which we have, yet no man 
can be fit for that imployment, where» 
by publick fatisfaftion in this caſe 
ſhould be offered unto all, except he be 
very well acquainted with every conſi- 
derable circumſtance : and eſpecially, 
unleſs he be ſuch a one, as hath been ho- 
noured, and entruſted with the know- 
ledge of thoſe arcane rmp-rij, the ſacred 
lecreſie whereof might teem to be pro- 
faned , it they ſhould be expoſed to 
the view of the vulgar, Theretore let us 
leave that reſolution of thole doubts, 
which others look for, unto them to 
whom of right it appertains to give it: 
and humbly beſcech the onely wile God, 
the fountain of all goodneſs, fo rogovern 
the counſels, and give ſuch a bleſſed 
iſſue unto the endeavours of all thoſe 
that (it at che ſternof the ſtate, ro guide 
the great affaires of Church and Com- 
mon-wealth, that the ſucceſs of all their 
conſultations, and ations, may be the 
eurning of his hand upon us, purely 
to purge away our drols, rake 
away þ 
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away all our tinn, that his reſt a- 
mongſt us may be glorious, who is the 
bleſſed and onely porentare, the King of 
Kings, and Lord of Lords: who onely 
hath immortality, dwelling in the lighe 
which no man can approach unto, 
whom no man hath ſeen, or can fee ; 
to whom be honour and power ever- 


laſting, Amen. 
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cedent diſcourſe, in the year 1642, 

d much occaſion to conceive , that 
many men were apt to be miſled, into 
errours and enormities, by falſe preten: 
ces and principles, by fatious prejudice 
againſt ſome, and partiality towards 0- 
thers; yer I did not ſuſpe& that the ma- 
lady was,or would be accompanied with 
ſo much malignity, as fince that time 
hath ſhewed ir ſelf, in rendring ſome 
men deat unto divine direQion, and in- 
capable of cure, by making them wil- 
lingly ignorant,or rather wilfully inſcn- 
ſible ot their ſickneſs, and ro dore upon 
their diſeaſes themſelves, as if they were 
ſigns and ſymproms of their health: buz 
hoped at leaſt, that gentle applications 
would have been ſufficient to digeſt, or 
to diſperſe the diſtempered humors, 
before they were grown to any w_ 

| an 


Acedena when I penned the pre- 
ha 
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and confirmed ſtrength, Therefore in- 

ing to endeavour the prevention, or 
diſcovery, of ſuch deceits, both in my 
ſelf and others, by a briet and plain re- 
preſentation of what I thought confide- 
rable, in divers particulars ot important 
concernment relating unto matters of 0s 
pinion and _ I reſolved todoir 
in the mildeſt,and moſt familiar manner 


- that I could, even ſtriving to decline the 


ſpeaking out of thoſe concluſions, the 
remiles whereof I ſtudied to fortifie as 
ſtrongly as I could, and bring mens afs 
fetions to be guided by their judg- 
ments, rather then their judgements 
to be ſ[waicd by their affeQjons, I de: 
fired to imitate the practice of St, Paul, 
who ſaith of himſelf, x Cor, 10. 31, I 
pleaſe all men tn all things, not ſeeking mine 
own profit, but the profit of many, that they 
may be ſaved, and 1 Cor. 9.19, &c. Though 
T be free from all men, yet baue I made my 
(elf ſervant to all, that 1 might gatn the 
more,& c, Or rather to obey thoſe pre» 
cepts of the holy Ghoſt, by the ſame 
Apoſtle, Gal.6,n.If a man be overtaken in 
6 pry ye which are ſpiritual reſlore ſuch a 
L4 ong 
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one in the ſperit of meckneſs:and 2 Tim,2.24, 
25, The ſervant of the Lord muſt _, 
but be gentle unto all men; apt to teach, pati- 
ent : 1n meekneſs inſlrafting thoſe that op- 
poſe themſelves, But now (Apr. 5, 1662.) 
conſidering what groſs impietics have 
been praQtiſed , what devilliſh doarines 
have been divulged , what horrid villa- 
nies have been ated amongſt us, ſince 
that time : eſpecially in the moſt exe- 
crable murther of our moſt _ 
Soveraigne King Charles the firſt, with 
all the circumſtantial aggravations of it, 
the antecedent preparations thereunto, 
the concomitant adjunas, and conſe- 
quent effeds thereof ; as St, Paul deſired 
to be preſent with the Galatians, and to change 
his voice, becauſe be was tn doubt of them, 
Gal, 4.20. being afr ard of them, leſt he had 
beſtowed upon them labour in vain, ver. 11, 
and threatened the Corinthians, that if 
he came again he would xot ſpare, 2 Cor, 1g, 
2, —— to make that dileourſe 
more publick by the preſs, which for 
almoſt rwenty years ce hath paſſed 
thorow many private hands, in written 
copics onely, I finde my (elf much oe 
[ cline 
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clined, though not to alter any thing ma- 
terial in it, yet to — hon ors. and 
to ſpeak our the exorbitancies of the 
three great wheels , upon which the 
motions of __ miſeries have turned, 
Popery , Prevbytery, and Popularity, 
(rightly underſtood, as I have ſaid clic- 
where, with relation to their rebellious 
inciples, opinions and iſles) fo 
_ - that thoſe who Ray 4 if 
withal they be not dead in thoſe tref- 
paſſes and fins, might be awakened to 
repentance, and thoſe that have yet any 
kindneſs for them, might be aſhamed of 
vheir own inadvertency, when they 
ſhould hear them apparently convinced 
of notorious guilrineſs, in thoſe four par- 
ticulars, which in that diſcourſe I have 
endeavoured todifiwade men from,falſe 
pretences and principles, faQious pre: 
| Judice and partiality, Bur conſidering 
withal,that much hath been done to thar 
ſe already by others, c{pecially in 

the Myſtery of Au WO ſds on the 
Hiſtory of Independency;and conceiving 
it very difficult art leaſt, if not almoſt im- 
poſlible, ro uſe ſharpneſs, and ſpeak 7 
tcrly 
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terly againſt thoſe enormities thems 
ſelves,without a particular reflexion up- 
on ſome mens perions, which would be 
a likelier means to alicnare their afteRi- 
ons, then to reifie their underſtandings, 
I ſer down my re(t upon my tormer res 
ſolution, and have altercd nothinggeither 
in reſpe& of the notions or expreſſions, 
from that which I had written at firſt, 
Nor will I now add any thing more,bur 
only a ſerious admonition, and carneſt 
exhortation, unto all them that have 
read, or ſhall read that dilcourle,to cons 
ſider, how much it concerns them to take 
heed,that preſumptuous fins have not do- 
minion over them, and that they may 
be innocent from the great tranſgrelsion 
of Self-contradiQion : which firit or laſt 
will be ſure to bring with it ſelf-condem- 
nation : to beware of giving credit unto 
falſe prexences, of building their opini- 
ons upon falle principles, ot giving enters 
rainment unto any unjuſt, uncharitable 
prejudice againſt, or too indulgent parti- 
aliry rowards others, Eſpecially to take 
heed, that they do not pull down more 
by their praQtiſe then they build oY 
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their proteſſion, nor by their ations bol. 
ſter up and underprop the very lame 
things, which by their opinions they pre» 
tend to demoliſh and pull down, For 
mine own part I think, that otthe three 
great wheels,upon whichgas [ ſaid betore, 
the motions Ot all our mileries have tur. 
ned, it is not eaſily ro be reſolved, whe- 
ther Popery have been more beholding 
to Preibyrery, or Popularity z Preibyres 
ry to Popularity, or Popery z Popula- 
rity to Popery, or Pretbytery : or which 
ot the three 1s the greateſt enemy to Cas 
tholick Chriſtian Principality and Pres 
lacy. But, oh, what a ſtrange kinde of 
Selt-contradiction would it be, it thole 
that profeſs they love and honour them 
both, and do itindecd, (orcally and cor: 
dially , that they would not ſpare their 
eſtates ro do them good, nor tear to ad- 
venture both limbs and lives in their de- 
fence, ſhould yet in the courſe of their 
converſations tight againſt them, by obs 
{tinately diſobeying their holy.juſt, and 
ood Commandments, and not thicirs a- 
one but Gods allo > Our of queſtion, an 
Orthodox LibertineaSchilmartical Sainr, 


an 
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an holy heretick, a covetous conformiſt, 
a proud Prelatiſt, a riotous Royaliſt,are 
all of them equally contradiftions in a. 
jeflo, andeachof them as odious in the 
ſight of God & of all good men,as any of 
the reſt: what ever ſuccels they may have 
for a time, at laſt they will finde that 
prediftion of our Saviour erue, Every 
plant that my beavenly F ather hath not plans 
ted ſhall be rooted out, Mat,15,13.Andthat 
cenſure of Sr, Paul will one day fall hea- 
vily upon them all, Therefore thou art inexs 
cuſable,O man, whoſoruer thou art that judg- 
eſt : for wherein thou judgeſt another thou con- 
demneſt thy ſelf : for thou that judgeſt, doſt the 
ſame things, Rom, 2.1, When Feruſalem 
had grievouſly ſinned, Lam. 1, 8, God 
in the indignation of his anger deſpiſed 
the King and the Prieſt, Lam,2.6, Nor 


is it only violent reſiſting the er of | 


Governours, bur obſtinate diſobeyi 
their authority alſo, that rends to the de- 
po their people of them and may 

, if notthe mcans whereby, yet the me- 
ritorious caule for which God may be 
provoked fo to puniſh them, subjeRs 
ſometimes may ſay of their Soveraign, 
as 
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asthe Prophet Iſaiah doth of our Lord 
and Saviour Chriſt Jeſus, though not in 
the ſame lence, 1/.5 3, 5,6, He was wounded 
for our tranſgreſsrons, be was bruiſed for our 
— All we like ſheep bave gone aſtray, 
we bave turned every man is bis own way, 
and the Lord hath layd on him the 1niquity of 
ws all, Great need we have all therefore 
to take heed, that none of us preſume to 
keep a courſe in any (in, tor tear leſt by 
that we ſhould, though but unwittingly 
againſt our wills, take part with our 
profeſſed enemies, Rebels and Traitors, 
to deprive both our felves and others of 
that happinels, which we might all en- 
joy in the proſperity and peaceable gos 
vernment of thoſe higher powers which 
would be the miniſters of God to us for 
good, it we did well; ro whom we muſt 
be (ubje, nor for wrath, but tor conſci- 
ence fake ; and tor whom we are cxhor- 
ted by St, Paul, 1 Tim. 2.1, 2. firſt of all 
to make ſupplications, prayers, unterceſsrons, 
and grumg of thanks; that we may lead 4 
wet and peacrable life, 11 all godltneſs and 
neſly : which then onely we can hope 

; to do,when(as the ſame Apoſtle belcechs 
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eth the Epheſians, Eph,4, 1, &c.) we walh 
worthy of the Vocation, wherewith we are cal- 
led, with all lowlineſ, andmecks eſs,ouh long- 
ſafjert "gs » forkearing one another 1m love : 

and enderacourtn? to h- ep the wnity of the ſpi- 
rit tn the bond of prace, When we are n0 
more ghildren toſſed to and ſro, and carried 
about with every wind of dofirine, by the 
flight of men, and cunning craftineſs where. 
by they lys 18 wait to decerie , tut ſpeating 
the truth 13 love, grow up ints bem i# all 
things, nhich is the bead, even Chriſt: to 
whom be honour and power everlaſt. 
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